
~ Please silence your cell phone. Pick up hymnals at back of Sanctuary ~ 

Hymns below #1000 are in grey hymnal Hymns #1000 & above are in teal hymnal 

 

 

August 16, 2026 
Blessing of the Animals 

Amy Zukoski and Mari Van Meter 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Gathering Music Papillons Noire (Black Butterflies) by Jules Massenet  
  Dr. Janice L. Razaq, piano 
 
Welcome & Announcements at 9:55 am  Elizabeth Van Orden, Board member 
 

 
Prelude Rabbit Teasing a Bear-Cub, Op. 89, No. 31 by Dmitri Kabalevsky 
 
Chalice Lighting All Animal Chalice by Mike Causey Mari Van Meter 
 
Covenant We unite to strengthen the bonds of kinship among all persons; to 

promote human dignity; and to increase reverence for life's creating, 
sustaining, and transforming power through worship, study, and service 

 
Call to Worship The Calling of the Creatures by Ian W. Riddell Amy Zukoski 
 
Hymn # 203 All Creatures of the Earth and Sky, verses 1-3  
 
Message for All Ages Not Norman by Kelly Bennett read by Yvette Johnson 
 illustrated by Noah Z. Jones 
 
Sharing/Offering  

Share the Plate: Half of this morning’s offering will be donated to Bat 
Conservation International, whose mission is to conserve the world’s bats and 
their ecosystems to ensure a healthy planet. Donations can be made by: 
• cash or check in the offering plate (envelopes are available on the hymnal 

carts); OR 
• Use the QR code below or go to https://bit.ly/CCUUgive, create a profile & 

follow on screen instructions; OR  
• text $XX to 844-781-1406, where XX is the amount you would like to 

contribute. Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register.  
 
Musical Offering The Cat and the Mouse by Aaron Copland 
 



Meditation/Quieting An Interspecies Meditation by Rev. Gary Kowalski Amy Zukoski 
 
Joys and Concerns  a Lay Minister 
 
Reflection Hymn #123 Spirit of Life 
 
Animal Video  Mari Van Meter 
 
Message Pitbulls and Patience Amy Zukoski 
 
Interlude A Hermit Thrush at Morn, Op. 92, No. 2 by Amy Beach 
 
Benediction Blessed are the faithful, for they shall be called dogs by Jake Tidmore  
 
Extinguishing the Chalice  

We extinguish this flame, but not the light of its truth, 
the warmth of this community, nor the fire of our commitment. 
These we carry in our hearts and share with all the world. 

  ~ Elizabeth Selle Jones 
 

Postlude Promenade: Walking the Dog by George Gershwin 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
  



Please return your hymnals to the carts at the back  
of the sanctuary following the service. Thank you! 

Share the Plate: Half of this morning’s offering will be donated to Bat Conservation 
International, whose mission is to conserve the world’s bats and their ecosystems to 
ensure a healthy planet. Bats are under unprecedented threat from widespread habitat 
destruction, invasive species, accelerating climate change, and other stresses. With 
the help of partner organizations, BCI is working to conserve bat species at a global 
scale and ensure the survival of the most imperiled species. https://www.batcon.org/ 
 
Note: Most of our summer services are lay-led, put together by members of our 
congregation. Our new minister, Rev. Dr. Emma Farrell (they/them), began on Aug. 1. 
They will lead worship for the first time on Sept 13. See the newsletter for 
announcement of opportunities to ‘meet the minister.’ 
 Religious Exploration classes for children & youth are on break for the summer; 
the Nursery is open, and children are always welcome in worship. Classes will begin 
Sept 20. On August 30, we will hold our Blessing of the Backpacks to remind our 
children & youth that they have our love and support during the school year; any adults 
who have a backpack or briefcase they would like blessed are invited to participate. 
 
Thank you to: 

• Worship Leader: Amy Zukoski 

• Worship Associate: Mari Van Meter 

• Greeter(s): [no one signed up at time of printing] 

• Usher(s): [no one signed up at time of printing] 

• Coffee Host: David Williams 
 
 

 
 
 

Access the Order of 
Worship 

ccuu.org/orders-of-
worship 

Volunteer as a 
greeter or usher 

Donate securely 
online 

https://bit.ly/CCUUgive 



 

If you are not taking this home with you, return to an usher and we will recycle it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minister 
The Rev. Dr. Emma K. Farrell 
Minister@ccuu.org 

Community Minister  
The Rev. Dr. C. Scot Giles 

Director of Religious Exploration 
Dr. Mary Lamb Shelden, 
DRE@ccuu.org 

Volunteer Faith Development 
Coordinators 

Susan Auld & Pat Wydell 
AFD@ccuu.org 

Congregational Administrator 
Laurie Lantz, ccuu@ccuu.org 

Music Director 
Alison Vernon, 
Music.Director@ccuu.org 

Collaborative Pianist 
Dr. Janice L. Razaq 

Technology Coordinator 
Luis Diaz, Tech-Coord@ccuu.org 

Volunteer Grounds Coordinator: Siri Laurin, siri.laurin@comcast.net 

Volunteer Kitchen Staff: David Williams 

 

Board of Trustees 

Gary LaBedz, President 

Alan Greenland, President-elect 
Mike Berry, Vice President 
Rick Rayborn, Treasurer 
Pat Wydell, Secretary 

Ed Monson, Trustee 
Bailey Pierce, Trustee 
Ryan Schaefges, Trustee 
Joy Simon, Trustee 
Elizabeth Van Orden, Trustee 

 

Lay & Care Ministry  
Ellen Vinzani, Coordinator  

Lisa Christensen 
Bob Doto 

Barbara Griggs 
Mary Johnson  

Helen Moore  
Ken Sepos 
Joy Simon 

 

For assistance from our Lay or Care Ministries,  
please contact Ellen Vinzani, 224-804-7873. 

 
 

A Welcoming          An Accredited 
Congregation                                                  
Green Sanctuary 


