
My name is Rick Rayborn, and this is my CCUU Stewardship 
testimonial.  

 
I grew up the son of a conservative Protestant minister, and 
perhaps more formatively, the son of a conservative Protestant 
minister's wife. Our household was one in which, while an initial 
query into the nature of things beyond the scope of faith was 
tolerated, once curtly addressed, the conversation was 
considered closed. Any follow ups were perceived as a threat to 
the established faith, and were disallowed. It was a get-in-line-
with-dogma upbringing. There was no harvesting from any of the 

trees of knowledge.  

 
My brother and I were decreed, prior to our conceptions, to enter the family business. 
All of the men on my dad's side of the family were second generation Nazarene 
ministers, and all of the women on my mom's side of the family were Nazarene 
ministers' wives. My brother and I were raised with considerable effort at making us 
talented musicians, and in my case (I kid you not), a ventriloquist, all in support of the 
ambition of someday maturing into something of a phenom in the church pulpit. My 
brother and I still to this day joke, perhaps each with a slight wince, at how far we 
strayed from the prescribed path. As for my sisters, while their outcomes were arguably 
less important , it too would have been best for them to follow the family business as 
well, and become Nazarene ministers’ wives.  

 
I am certainly not complaining about my upbringing, and indeed I am grateful to have 
been born into a loving family of discipline (spare the rod, spoil the child), because I, like 
all of you, was forged into being. And I, like I hope for all of you, accept and appreciate 
who I am.  

 
Things, however, did become increasingly difficult as I approached adulthood. My 
problem was that I was just freak’n curious, and in adulthood, curiosities tend to ignite. 
Unfortunately for me though, I'm also a bit of an idealist and a person of principle. And 
when you're a young adult, trying to build your own values structure, especially under 
the influence of idealism, you tend to deviate from traditional orthodoxies. As a result, 
my young adulthood was plagued with the guilt of betrayals to my upbringing. I just did 
horrible things. Things like attending a secular college, or deciding to be a conscientious 
objector, or having premarital sex, or consuming even modest amounts of alcohol, or 
ultimately (and possibly worst of all), marrying a Catholic.  

 
But despite all of that, things have been good. I bounced around and got my way 
through school, got a job, got married, got kids - and raised them in a way that didn't, at 
least not beyond the limits of parental privilege, screw them up too badly.  

 
And as a responsible adult, I've had plenty of good fortune. I'm happily married to a 
person that I love and trust to ground me in the pragmatic realities of life, have two 



CCUU 2023 Stewardship Testimonial – Rick Rayborn Page 2 of 3 

beautiful grown daughters that are well constructed and seem to be on good paths of 
personal fulfillment, and have been involved with numerous high-quality, charitable 
organizations. Places that have shaped me, for better or worse I suppose, into the 
person before you now.  
But still, I had questions. And still, I existed in places where ultimately there are hard 
stops to lines of inquiry.  

 
So I began to seek.  

 
My first query, typed into Google’s search bar, was something along the lines of “Is 
there a religion that tries to encompass all religions?”; and my second was something 
like “Is there a religion that focuses on community and has a faith built on values rather 
than dogma”; and then “Is it possible to balance faith with reason?”, and on, and on, and 
on...  

 
Soon, I was reading all about pluralism, religious values, and the UU church. Then, we 
(I made my wife come with me at first... I mean, you people are really scary) ventured 
out and visited both Evanston and this place. It wasn’t too long before Hilary engaged 
me in fascinating conversation and told me about groups like Open Forum and AHA. I 
settled in. I asked questions. And more questions. And more questions. And even more. 
All inquiries were eagerly and thoroughly discussed back and forth, and generally with 
the suggestion of a good read to follow. Since then, I’ve taken a fascinating class on 
Paganism, and joined Soul Connections. Going forward, I think I’d like to get involved 
with the Buddhists, presuming they’ll have me.  

 
It seems to me that for an individual to truly flourish in this world, there needs to be a 
belonging to community, and there needs to be an alignment of personal mission, 
vision, and values with those of the community. For me, I am thoroughly comfortable 
with the values of the UU organization, and how those values are expressed at CCUU. 
Moreover, I am highly enriched by the ability to nail any of my thesis concerns to the 
doors of the establishment, and debate, down to the values statements of the 
organization, without the risk of an eternal damnation. For me, this place works. For me, 
I’m a better person here. For me, I haven’t yet arrived where I’m going, but I am 
enjoying this ride.  

 
So now I ask you to consider, whatever your personal situation, where else?  

1. Where else is the history of religion and community so thoroughly discussed 
across open, thoughtful, respectful, and listening minds?  

2. Where else are all peoples from the divergent arrays of religions, ethnicities, 
political and social inclinations, family structures, education levels, and even 
capabilities so encouraged to engage together in civil discourse with an aim of 
betterment for all?  

3. Where else can you find such nourishment to both mind and soul?  
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4. What other community encourages a person to, for instance, simultaneously 
support a woman’s right to choose, but entertain thoughtful deliberation of the 
constitutionality of Roe vs. Wade?  

5. What other community simultaneously encourages inclusion, but examines and 
challenges disingenuity in the name of inclusion?  

6. Where else can you, as congregants, feel perfectly free to think openly and in a 
challenging fashion about the values of the organization, and even more freely 
about the manifestation of those values into action without the consequence of 
banishment, pending of course, you just don’t present disrespectfully.  

 
Really. Honestly... I’d like to know. I’ve looked... As far as I’ve seen, there ain’t no place 
quite like this place folks.  

 
So now... the big ask.  

 
If you, like me, find this place tends to your mind and to your soul, and helps to make 
you a better person, then I ask that you realize that it does not happen without a budget. 
Somebody really does pay the light bill. Somebody really does pay for the heat. And, 
somebody really does fix the roof when it leaks. Somebody also pays the mortgage, and 
somebody keeps the grounds looking nice. And, perhaps most importantly, our quality 
ministers and staff, folks that work so hard to tend to both your mind and to your soul, 
really do have lives of their own, mouths to feed, and bills to pay. And beyond all of that, 
there are external missions. We, this community, really do help beyond our borders. 
We, this community, really do have a mission beyond just ourselves.  
 
If you realize all of these things, and if you are appreciative, then I ask you to think 
seriously about what you can do to help CCUU, your community, continue to do what it 
needs to do, both for you, and for others.  
 
I am increasing my pledge this year by 20% to help with a necessarily increasing CCUU 
budget. I respectfully ask that you too consider what you can do to financially assist 
CCUU, your community.  
 
Thank you for your time.  
 

~ Rick Rayborn 


