
 
 
Good Morning. My name is Debbie Lee. I have been a member of Countryside for almost 30 years and for the 
past year and a half I have had the honor of being your Treasurer. 

 
I know people come up to the chancel and give their testimonials on why they are a member here, or why they 
love this church, and I can tell you all that. But, I want you to know why I support CCUU and why continuing to 
support its mission is so important to me. 

 
Growing up in an agnostic family, I always felt like church was thrust upon you. You attended services and gave 
generously because you were supposed to. Then I found Countryside.  I continued to come here because it made 
me feel comfortable. It made my kids feel welcome and engaged. More importantly, it supported people and 
ideas that I supported and wanted my children to understand and hopefully, support as well. I felt like I was a 
part of the community of Countryside and it was a part of me. Its underlying mission was important to me and 
continuing to carry it out was as well.  

 
One of the keystones of our faith is acceptance AND inclusion of all. Diversity is not just welcome, it is part of 
our fabric. Being different is not just tolerated, it is embraced. That lesson was integral to me 30 years ago and is 
still today. As my children grew up, it became part of their essence, indeed part of their mission. 

 
About 6 years ago, my youngest came out to me as a lesbian and more recently, as non-binary. To be honest, I 
was concerned only by their feeling that they tried so hard not to be either. The pain they felt was something 
that pained me. They are my child; I love them unconditionally and all that matters is their happiness and safety. 
One of the things they told me though, was how being part of a UU church let them know that it was okay to be 
who THEY were. They knew it wouldn’t change anything in my mind or heart, and that I loved and supported 
them, whoever they were and would come to be. But they also knew that while things were hard and confusing 
for them at school and in the world, they had this incredible support as a UU and specifically at CCUU. 
Countryside had taught them that they were an incredible human being, and nothing less.  

 
I understand that LGBTQ youth are significantly at risk of suicide and that they are 4 times as likely to attempt 
suicide than their peers. While that was not my child’s situation, I am proud to be part of a community that 
works so hard to reverse those trends.   

 
I am increasing my pledge this year by 10%.  I challenge you to look at your giving.  Please recognize that we all 
have stories of why CCUU’s mission is part of who we are and why we must support it. My continued support of 
this mission is crucial to me. As young people (and perhaps not-so- young people) discover who they truly are, I 
want Countryside to be there for them.  

 
As the kids learn in Chalice Children:  

We are the church of the open minds, 
We are the church of the loving heart, 
We are the church of the helping hands. 

Let’s keep it that way. 


