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Christmas Eve 2022 Order of Worship  
 
Prelude Carol of the Bells by Mykola Leontorych (a Ukrainian composer) 
 
Welcome & Call to Worship It doesn’t seem like much  
 by Rev. Theresa Ninán Soto 
 
Menorah Lighting  Robin LaBedz 
 
Advent Wreath Lighting  Rev. Denise Cawley 
 
Chalice Lighting We gather on this Christmas Eve by Rev. Dan Lambert The Smith Family 
 
Anthem An Antiphonal Noel by Joel Raney 
 Children’s & Adult Choirs 
 
Mary and Joseph Remember written by Tess Baumberger, adapted by Rev. Denise Cawley 
 
Scripture Reading Luke 1:26-38 

Hymn # 238 Within the Shining of a Star 
 words by UU Robert S Lehman, music by UU Betsy Jo Angebrandt 

Within the shining of a star 
we catch a glimpse of who we are; 
in every infant born we see 
the hope of our nativity. 

The miracle of each new birth 
can shake and save the stony earth; 
triumphantly the newborn’s cry 
strikes echoes from the waiting sky. 

 
Scripture Luke 1:46-55 
 
Mary and Joseph Remember, part II 

Hymn # 247 O Little Town of Bethlehem, verses 1 & 3 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him still the dear Christ enters in. 

 
Anthem The Inn at the End of the World by G.K. Chesterton & Heather Sorenson       

 
Scripture Luke 2:1-5 
 
Mary and Joseph Remember, part III 



 
Anthem Wonder of Winter by Wendy Parker & Mark Hayes 
 
Scripture Luke 2:6-7 
 
Mary and Joseph Remember, part IV 
 
Anthem  A Christmas Lullaby by Nick Strimple 
 Leilani Smith & Natalie Unverzagt, soloists 
 
Scripture Luke 2:8-14 

Hymn # 231  Angels We Have Heard on High 
Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains 
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
 
Chorus: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why these songs of happy cheer? 
What great brightness did you see? What glad tidings did you hear? 

(Chorus) 

See him in a manger laid whom the angels praise above; 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while we raise our hearts in love. 

(Chorus) 

Scripture Luke 2:15-19 
 
Mary and Joseph Remember, part 5 
 
Offering Our Christmas Eve Offering is for the Minister’s Discretionary Fund, used to provide 

support to those within the congregation who are in crisis or need. If your donation is for 
a different fund, please indicate it on the memo of your check or on the donation 
envelope. Donations may be made by: 

• Cash or check in the offering plate or by mail to Countryside Church UU (please 
indicate MDF on the memo) to 1025 N Smith Rd, Palatine IL 60067; OR 

• using the QR code below or going to https://bit.ly/CCUUgive; OR 

• texting XX to 847-973-7344, where XX is the amount you would like to contribute. 
Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. [if you need to 
change your giving info, text EDIT to 847-973-7344.]  

 
Offertory Everywhere, Everywhere, Christmas Tonight  
 Words by Phillip Brooks & Mark Burrows, music by Mark Burrows 

 

Candle Lighting Safety Note: Please tip the unlighted candle when passing the flame.  
We ask that children under age 10 hold the candle with an adult. 

 
Reading From The Mood of Christmas by Howard Thurman 
 



Hymn #251 Silent Night, Holy Night 
Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia,” 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
child of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace.  

 
Hymn #245 Joy to the World, verses 1 & 2 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King. 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns: let men their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
Benediction & Extinguishing the Chalice  

Postlude The Work of Christmas 
 Words by Howard Thurman, music by Dan Forrest 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Ushers:  Lisa & Mike Gilley, Ed Monson & Mari Van Meter 

Ministers:  Rev. Denise Cawley, CCUU Interim Minister 
 Rev. Matt Aspin, Prairie UU Society in Madison WI 

Readers: Melanie Terbovic, Lois Phillips, Helen Moore, Dr. Mary Lamb Shelden, Mari Van Meter, Tom Dempsey 

Musicians: Alison Vernon, Music Director; Dr. Janice L. Razaq, piano;  
 Sarah Bloethe, violin; Charles Vernon, trombone 

Use this  
QR code  
to access the 
order of 
worship on 

our website. 

Large Print 
Orders of Worship 

are available 
from the Ushers. 

This QR code 
takes you to our 
secure online 
donation page, 

https://bit.ly/CCUUgive 



 
 
 
 
 Interim Minister The Rev. Denise Cawley 
  RevDenise@ccuu.org 

 Director of Lifespan Dr. Mary Lamb Shelden 
 Religious Education DLRE@ccuu.org 

 Community-Based Minister The Rev. Dr. C. Scot Giles 

 Music Director Alison Vernon  
  Music.Director@ccuu.org 

 Staff Pianist Dr. Janice L. Razaq 

 Congregational Administrator Laurie Lantz 
  Office@ccuu.org 

 Technology Coordinator Luis Diaz 
  Tech-Coord@ccuu.org 
 

Board of Trustees 

Tom Dempsey, President 
Lisa Gilley, President-elect 
Pat Harrington Wydell, Vice 
President 
Debbie Lee, Treasurer 
Dan Yokas, Secretary 

Susan Auld, Trustee 
Emilie Cheng, Trustee 
Jerome McDonnell, 
Trustee 
Denise Sepos, Trustee 
Tim Reuter-Bowers, 
Trustee 

 
Lay Ministers  

Ken Bobbe, 
Coordinator Barbara 

Griggs  
Helen Moore 

Joy Simon 
Chris Smith  

Ellen Vinzani 

Lay Ministers work with the Minister to expand the circle of pastoral care; they are church members 
trained to offer one-to-one caring and pastoral support to other church members in times of need. 
Everyone is welcome to call a Lay Minister to talk and receive support, guidance, or simply a listening 
ear. Our congregation is stronger when we create a strong network of mutual care. Our skilled Lay 
Ministers are a key part of that network. For assistance from our Lay or Care Ministries, please call 
Ken Bobbe, 847-842-1360. 
 

 


