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Intro to CCUU 
1st Sundays 
Aug 7 & Sept 4  
at 11 am 
Newcomers are invit-

ed to attend a brief orientation to 
Countryside Church and Unitarian 
Universalism once/month following 
worship and is hosted by a longtime 
CCUU member and lifelong UU.  

 

Soul Connections Interest Survey 
Let us know your interest level 
We are gauging congregation members’ interest level in Soul Con-
nections for the 2022-23 church year. Please help us by completing 
this short 3-question survey by August 15: 
https://ccuu.breezechms.com/form/SoulConnectionsSurvey. 

Not familiar with Soul Connections? 
It is Countryside’s small group ministry program. Soul Connections groups 

use the monthly ministry themes and materials from Soul Matters, a collabora-
tive of UU churches sharing materials. It is an opportunity to get to know a 
small group of people better and an opportunity for personal spiritual develop-
ment. Detailed information about Soul Connections can be found on our web-
site: https://ccuu.org/soulconnections/. 

We currently do not have anyone to coordinate the program or to facilitate 
groups. If there are people who would like to participate in a small group, we 
will continue to seek facilitators and a coordinator. If there is no interest in Soul 
Connections right now, we will take a break from this program for now and will 
revisit the offering in January or September 2023. 

From Your Board President 
Please read this month’s “Prez and Trez” column. It’s another in our quar-

terly efforts to make church finances more transparent and to have all members 
feel informed and involved in financial matters. For this column, I’ll just update a 
few items that might otherwise fall through the cracks. 

 Our hybrid services will resume on September 4, which is the last Sunday 
of the summer schedule. Our Tech Coordinator, Jessica Maricich, has a full-
time job which requires some weekend work in the summer. She will be back in 
the saddle with us in the fall. Our summer attendance has been great with 
many successful services completed. There are many more planned for the 
coming weeks. These will all be in person only. 

 The Safety Committee has done great work to improve our preparedness 
for various emergencies. We are currently planning several trainings that will 
take place in the fall. We’ll announce these in the next newsletter. 

 Our Return to Building Committee continues to monitor the ups and downs 
of COVID in our area. Since the current transmission risk level remains “High,” 
we are retaining a universal mask mode. While we know that people are eager 
to resume coffee hour and to move to a mask optional status, that will be based 
on improvements in our area as reported by the CDC and local health depart-
ments. The improvements we have made to building air quality and seating 
modifications continue to provide a Sunday morning worship environment that 
is as safe as possible.   

 We are planning to have a memorial lunch celebrating the life of Martha 
Atherton on September 25. It was one of Martha’s last wishes to provide a spe-
cial catered lunch in recognition of her long membership at CCUU. We’ll have 
more details in the next newsletter. 

 Our new Interim Minister, Rev. Denise Cawley, will be joining us on Sep-
tember 1.  She is participating in some mandatory trainings with the UUA in 
August. Her first Sunday in the pulpit will be our Ingathering Service on Sep-
tember 11, which will kick off the start of our new church year. It’s an exciting 
time at Countryside. I look forward to seeing all of you. 

~ Tom Dempsey, CCUU Board President 

 
Reminder 

Worship services through  
August are in-person only. 

Live-streaming to Zoom  
will resume in September, 

when our Tech Coordinator’s 
regular CCUU hours resume. 



 

*To find a phone number outside the Chicago area for joining a Zoom meeting, go to https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA. 
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From the Prez and the Trez 
The 2021-22 church fis-

cal year ended on June 30, 
so we thought it’d be a good 
time to let you know where 
we are now and how the 
year went financially. It has 
been an up-and-down year 
for us in so many respects; 
our finances are no excep-
tion. 

If we look back to the 
end of the stewardship drive in March, our picture looked 
bleak. We were facing a deficit for the 2022-23 fiscal year 
of over $100,000 and less pledge income than expected 
for the 2021-22 year. The good news is that we had a suc-
cessful “second ask” and were able to present a balanced 
budget for 2022-23. 2021-22 pledge income also rebound-
ed, and we finished the year with a loss lower than budg-
eted ($11,000 loss rather than $22,000).  In addition to the 
generosity of our members, we spent a little less on sala-
ries with the departure of our RE assistant, slightly less in 
childcare, and our tech coordinator was able to do her job 
in fewer hours than budgeted.   

But it’s not time to pop the champagne. We are a long 
way from being sustainable in our finances. Some of the 
increased pledges were one-time, close-the-gap contribu-
tions which don’t add to the ongoing pledge base. We also 
received generous anonymous contributions (one for the 
tech coordinator) which can’t be counted on next year. 
This was fortunate because building costs were higher 
due to unexpected repairs and higher energy costs. 

We also know that we will need to budget for the 
search for a settled minister, estimated to be $12,000. We 
also want to make things right with our hard-working staff 
who did not receive a cost of living adjustment and had 
cuts to their professional expenses. 

So, while the savings and extra income were much 
needed and allowed us to have a smaller than expected 
loss, there is no guarantee they will be repeated. The 
higher costs of the building, however, are here to stay. 
Where does that leave us as we begin the 
2022-2023 church year? 

We are still in a precarious place financially. It will be 
important to build up our available funds to more reliable 
and sustainable amounts. Things are planned to keep us 
secure for the coming year, but looking forward, we need 
to grow and find ways to build our income and support the 
church, its staff and members, and our work in the com-
munity. Volunteers are the backbone of CCUU. Find some 
activity or function you can join or assist. We truly are all in 
this together. 

Above all, we are ALL so grateful for the increased 
contributions and fill-the-gap pledges. Thanks to everyone 
for stepping up. We are a healthy, and hopefully, very 
committed congregation. We have an incredible opportuni-
ty to grow as we welcome a new and dynamic interim min-
ister. Let’s do it! 

See you in church! 
Tom & Debbie, CCUU Board President & Treasurer 

Check your Giving or  
Update your Contact Info on Breeze 

The new fiscal year be-
gan July 1. You can check 
that your pledge and giving 
history are correct from your 
computer, https://
ccuu.breezechms.com/login, 
or from your smartphone or 
tablet using the free Breeze CHMS app; look for it in your 
app store. You can also update your contact info.  

For more info, download the CCUU Breeze User Flyer 
- http://ccuu.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/CCUU-
Breeze-user-flyer.pdf 

Introduction to Our Interim Minister 
Reprinted from July 13 e-update for those who missed it 

The Reverend Denise Cawley will be 
our Interim Minister beginning September 
1. She introduced herself with a letter to 
the congregation in June. She also creat-
ed a video to introduce herself, which is 
available on our website, https://
ccuu.org/introducing-our-interim-
minister/, and she provided the following 
biographical information. 

Rev. Denise currently is the Minister at Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church West in Brookfield, Wisconsin. She is a 
graduate of Meadville Lombard Theological School in 
Chicago. She has served congregations in Oregon, Illi-
nois, and Wisconsin and has provided spiritual and emo-
tional support chaplaincy at Planned Parenthood. She 
worked in non-profit management for more than 20 years 
and has been a pivotal player in diversity, inclusion, mar-
riage equality, and voting rights for over two decades. 

Reverend Denise brings drawing, painting, and fiber 
arts into her ministry. Art is a vivid part of her spiritual 
practice too. Ministry helps her create worship and pasto-
ral experiences laced with visuals, to capture the senses 
and understand complex concepts. “Ministry lets me com-
bine my greatest loves: advocacy, social justice, art, 
study, and writing into my life’s calling, which is to inspire 
people to love with vulnerability and passion,” says Rev-
erend Denise. 



 

*To find a phone number outside the Chicago area for joining a Zoom meeting, go to https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA. 
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From Our Director of  Lifespan  
Religious Education (DLRE) 
Through 

I’m pretty sure I’m the kind of person who, if I had a 
life-threatening illness, would say, “Give it to me straight, 
Doc.” So I trust you’ll forgive my bluntness here in saying: 
it’s been another tough year, after a series of tough years. 
No getting around it, in my estimation. For individuals 
(myself included), for families (including mine), for our con-
gregation, for our faith movement, for our nation, for our 
planet. We have been in a time turned upside-down, 
where institutions and resources and practices we used to 
count on have become unreliable, or unavailable, or 
strange. We have been in a time of unimaginable losses – 
losses that have yet to be fully reckoned, let alone grieved. 
Used to be, “the six million” could only mean one thing: 
Jews who perished in the holocaust. These days “the six 
million” might also refer to those lost to Covid worldwide – 
over a million from our own country – except that we don’t 
yet know how high that figure will climb. Who knows where 
“the x-number” will land? We yearn to “return to normal,” 
to the familiar – of course we do! Why wouldn’t we? And 
yet, and yet, we also know at some level – maybe like a 
whispered secret – that there is no returning, really, and 
that maybe what was normal and familiar wasn’t always so 
healthy, anyway. “The best way out is always through,” 
said Frost – but also, “the only way out is through.” And of 
course, we aren’t through it yet – and who knows when we 
truly will be, or how we’ll know? 

One of my mainstays in pandemic life, a well I’ve re-
turned to again and again, is a podcast-turned-book of 
essays, The Anthropocene Reviewed: Essays on a Hu-
man-Centered Planet by John Green (https://
www.johngreenbooks.com/the-anthropocene-reviewed-
book). In it, Green treats topics as varied as Canada 
Geese and The Plague (i.e., bubonic) and The Taco Bell 
Breakfast Menu, with both seriousness and humor, reason 
and emotional intelligence – and especially as the series 
began pre-pandemic and continued into the heart of it, it 
has offered welcome, thoughtful reflection on these times 
we live in. (It might be worth mentioning here that one of 
Green’s former positions was as a chaplain at a children’s 
hospital and that, though he has since left clerical life, I’ve 
come to understand these podcast-essays as lay ser-
mons.) It makes sense to me that Green has said a rea-
son for the project was the need he felt “to write myself 
back to connection and wonder” – he succeeds – and it 
has struck me that these are two qualities I am always 
seeking to co-create with all of you in congregational life. 
(They are also qualities that Brené Brown has said are 
necessary for human existence and living whole-
heartedly.)  John Green also co-hosts a vlog (video blog) 
with his brother, Hank Green. In one of Hank’s recent 
posts, he talks about the “wuthering” quality of our current 
times – about that “moment” of knowing that, after this 
(diagnosis or accident or whatever), your life will be differ-
ent, and your old narrative of your life will have to change. 
He calls this the ”sudden obliteration of expecta-
tion” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cCNW9jO7EyM) 
and describes the period that follows, often involving ex 

(continued…) 

Movie Night for UU 
Youth in Grades 6-12 
Aug 20, 6:30 pm 

Middle school and high school 
youth of area UU churches (bring 
a friend too!) are invited for social-
izing, popcorn, snacks, and a movie in the Sanctuary of 
UU Society of Geneva, 102 S Second St, Geneva IL. 
Countryside youth who are interested in carpooling should 
contact Mary Shelden, DLRE@ccuu.org.  

From Our DLRE, cont’d 
tended negotiations and sometimes wild swings between 
“yes everything has to change” and “well, maybe things 
can return to normal after all” – between under-reaction 
and over-reaction, often without any certainty of when 
you’re doing which. Ultimately, he says this isn’t a symp-
tom, merely, but more a learning strategy, a new-way-
finding process. And, says Hank, in the case of our current 
wuthering moment, the good news is that we get to do it 
together. And, as brother John observes, “togetherness is 
the super-power of our species.” 

Hank’s description has struck me as apt for both our 
congregation’s actual present and our potential future pro-
cess, and it gives me hope – which John Green calls “the 
correct response to consciousness.” And what does all of 
this mean for the coming year in Religious Exploration 
(RE)? I’m still pondering this, and talking with folks about 
it, and trying to re-imagine our offerings in light of the pan-
demic-related loss of a full third of our RE staff hours, an-
other loss not yet fully reckoned or grieved. If you come to 
worship Sun Aug 14, I’ll do my best to present both my 
findings and my open questions (along with blessing our 
backpacks and thanking our crew of teachers). In the 
meantime, I will leave you with this blessing from John 
Green: “Let us find ways to work with and for one another, 
and to serve and help one another, especially the most 
vulnerable among us, and let us make it out the only way 
we can. Together.” 

~ Mary 

Blessing of  the Backpacks  
August 14, during worship 

The Message for All Ages on August 14 will 
be our annual Backpack Blessing to remind 
our children & youth that they have our love 
and support during the school year. Any 
adults who have a backpack or briefcase 
they would like blessed are invited to partici-
pate too. Join us! 



 

*To find a phone number outside the Chicago area for joining a Zoom meeting, go to https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA. 

Come Sing! 
Choir Re-union/Re-Start/Re-treat 
Sun, Aug 14, following worship 

Bring a salad (potato, macaro-
ni, green,…) to share for a lunch-
eon potluck. Beverages and des-
sert will be provided. Please bring 
a friend or two who like to sing. 
Please bring a mask and a salad to 
share. 

Regular Thursday rehearsals 
will begin September 8, 7—9 pm. Contact Alison 
Vernon, Music.Director@ccuu.org, with questions. 
Come join us! 
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Upcoming Worship Services ~ Sundays at 10 am 

Worship descriptions are also on the church website:  http://ccuu.org/services/.   
Our remaining summer services and Ingathering on Sept 11 will be All-Church services; young people attend worship 
with their families. Religious Exploration for Children and Youth will begin Sept 18. 
 
NOTE: Worship Services through August 28 will NOT be live-streamed to Zoom; live-streaming will resume in 
September, when our Tech Coordinator resumes her regular hours at Countryside. 

Aug 7 All-Church Blessing of the Animals Jerome McDonnell & Chris Smith 
Join us for our annual service honoring our companion animals. Feel free to bring well-behaved leashed, crated, or 
caged pets. You are also invited to bring photos of pets that have passed away for our memorial table.  
Aug 14 to be announced Dr. Mary Shelden 
Our worship service on August 14 will include our annual Backpack Blessing to remind our children & youth that they 
have our love and support during the school year. Any adults who have a backpack or briefcase they would like blessed 
are invited to participate. 

Aug 21 Goddesses in Everywoman Feminine Divine Women’s Group 
Join us for this service presented by the Feminine Divine Women’s group, based on their study this past year of the 
book Goddesses in Everywoman by Jean Shinoda Bolen M.D.   

Aug 28 Working duRee Bryant 
Join us for this service of words and music based on Working, the best-selling book by Studs Terkel.  

Sept 4 The Wisdom of Genghis Khan Rev. Dr. C. Scot Giles 
Sept 11 All-Church Ingathering Rev. Denise Cawley 

Lend a Friendly Hand 
Our Welcome Back Task 

Force hopes you will help by 
joining us as greeters on a 
Sunday morning every now 
and then! You will be part-
nered with an experienced greeter to learn the 
ropes, and we provide some basic written instruc-
tions on the sign up page. Sign up here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/70a044ea4a72fa13-
sunday2. 

Being a Greeter essentially involves arriving at 
church at about 9:30 am, being friendly, and help-
ing visitors to feel at home. Please contact Lisa 
(Bohne) Gilley if you'd like to learn more. It's easy 
and it will make you happy!   

From the UU World 
Change from the Inside Out 
Published May 2022 

For the past five years, the Unitarian Universal-
ist Association has focused on an unprecedented, 
widespread cultural transformation to eliminate sys-
temic racism and white supremacy culture both within the Asso-
ciation and within Unitarian Universalism.  

This shift began in April 2017 after the resignation of UUA 
President Peter Morales, when the UUA Board of Trustees cre-
ated a historic co-presidency to serve until a new president was 
elected. Three Black UU leaders served as interim co-
presidents: the Rev. Sofía Betancourt, the Rev. William G. Sink-
ford, and Dr. Leon Spencer. Their shared leadership signaled 
the beginning of cultural transformation toward a more transpar-
ent, equitable, and diverse faith movement deeply rooted in UU 
theology. 

Under the leadership of the Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray, 
elected as UUA president at General Assembly 2017, the UUA 
and many congregations and affiliated organizations have made 
cultural transformation a top priority. In 2017, the board appoint-
ed the Commission on Institutional Change to conduct an audit 
of white privilege and the structure of power within Unitarian 
Universalism and to analyze structural racism and white su-
premacy culture within the UUA. The Commission’s 2020 re-
port, Widening the Circle of Concern, comprises the UUA’s core 
mission priorities and provides a blueprint for the Association, 
congregations, and UUs to forward the work of dismantling 
white supremacy culture. 

This article, https://www.uuworld.org/articles/change-inside,  
looks at the work of cultural change within three UUA staff pro-
grams—the Side With Love Organizing Strategy Team, Faithify, 
and the Lifespan Faith Engagement Office—and at the Living 
Legacy Project, a multifaith program with strong UU roots. 



 

*To find a phone number outside the Chicago area for joining a Zoom meeting, go to https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA. 
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Green News 
The Green Sanctuary Committee promotes 
awareness, appreciation, and action in sup-
port of the environment on which we all de-
pend. We promote worship that deepens our 
connection to the natural world, educational 
programs for all ages, service projects, and 

non-partisan political actions that address the climate cri-
sis.  

The Green Sanctuary group meets on the 2nd Sunday 
of the month following the worship service. Please join us! 

Our Green News columns can be found on the church 
website: http://ccuu.org/green-news/ (under the Service 
menu). 
Reducing Food Waste 

A University of Vermont study found that Americans 
waste nearly 150,000 tons of food per day. According to 
the EPA, “more food reaches landfills than any other sin-
gle component of municipal solid waste.” Food rots in 
landfills, releasing methane, a potent greenhouse gas. 
“Additionally, large amounts of water and other resources 
are used to grow and process food. More than a quarter of 
the total freshwater consumption per year in the United 
States is used to grow wasted food.” 

Avoiding food waste starts with smart shopping. Plan 
menus and shop from a list. Shop weekly—or even twice 
a week. You’re more likely to buy only what you need for 
the next few meals if you shop more often. Avoid buying in 
bulk. 

Fruits and vegetables make up a big percentage of 
wasted food. Here are some tips: 

· Onions that sprout green shoots are still safe to eat. 
· Cut off lightly greened patches on potatoes, but 

throw away any potatoes with large green areas. 
Cut off long sprouts on a potato, along with the eye. 

· Tomatoes with dry scars are fine to eat. Cut around 
bigger scars. Avoid tomatoes that show mold or rot. 

· Apples with patches of brown, corky skin are fine to 
eat.  

· Throw out moldy fruits, especially soft ones like 
peaches and blueberries. For hard foods such as 
carrots, you could cut off the moldy area and eat the 
rest. One moldy strawberry does not contaminate 
the entire basket of berries. 

· Use peels, stems, and seeds in your cooking. (More 
about this next month.) 

A lot of food is thrown away because of confusion 
about “use by” dates. According to the USDA, “the dates 
applied to food are for quality and not for safety. Food 
products are safe to consume past the date on the label, 
and regardless of the date, consumers should evaluate 
the quality of the food prior to its consumption. . . . Manu-
facturers provide dating to help consumers decide when 
food is of best quality. Except for infant formula, dates are 
not an indicator of the product’s safety.” Food should be 
thrown away when it is spoiled—this can be determined 
not by “use by” dates but by smell, flavor, or texture. 

Social Justice at CCUU 
I am only one, 

But still I am one. 
I cannot do everything, 

But still I can do something. 
And because I cannot do 

everything 
I will not refuse to do 

the something that I can do. 
~ Edward Everett Hale 

What is the “something” YOU can do? 
· Read the CCUU Social Justice Committee Guide-

book for ideas; it is available online: https://ccuu.org/
wp-content/uploads/2022/06/CCUU-Social-Justice-
Guidebook.pdf 

· Contact socialjustice@ccuu.org about serving. 
Meet Our New Social Justice Chair 
This was run in the e-update on July 13; we are re-
printing it for those who missed it. 

Theresa Boysen will be 
chairing the new CCUU Social 
Justice Committee (SJC) begin-
ning in September. She has a 
Master’s Degree in Facilitating 
Transformative Adult Education, 
a full-time job in B2B Food Ser-
vice sales, and will join the facul-
ty of College Unbound this Fall 
teaching ‘Learning from Experi-
ence.’ Her passion is assisting 
others to find their power, contribution, and voice, which 
she does through teaching.   

When asked why she wanted to be more involved 
with the CCUU SJC, she responded, “Well, Lily Tomlin 
put it best… ’I always wondered why somebody doesn't 
do something about that. Then I realized I was some-
body.’ I have a full-time job, a part-time job, a couple of 
volunteer roles, and a family I love spending time with, 
but I thought if I carved out some time to coordinate the 
efforts of our congregation members, maybe more folks 
may be willing to get involved. Just demonstrating they 
can be involved as little or as much as their schedules 
and energy allow could help us expand our reach and 
impact. Many hands make light work and every little bit 
supports progress. I’m hoping I can count on lots of 
help. Members do not have to officially join the committee 
to be involved. Please bring your ideas, passion, open 
hearts, and helping hands and let’s see what we can do!” 

For more information, or to schedule a chat with The-
resa, please contact her at socialjustice@ccuu.org  

Meet and Greet with Theresa Boysen  
After worship on Aug 21, Aug 28, & Sept 4,  
our new Social Justice Committee Chair,  

Theresa Boysen,  
will be available in Atherton Hall 

to talk about her hopes  
for this renewed committee  

and the many ways  
in which you could be involved. 



 

*To find a phone number outside the Chicago area for joining a Zoom meeting, go to https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA. 

 

 

Atheist, Humanist, Agnostic  
Discussion Group 
2nd Tuesdays ~ August 9 at 7 pm 
This month, we will review an article which 

appeared in The Atlantic; the piece touches on the attain-
ment of happiness in life through wanting less. We will 
watch a related video as well. The ideas put forth in the 
article are tied in with the philosophies of the Buddha and 
Thomas Aquinas. Join us online: 
· go to www.zoom.us OR call 1-312-626-6799 
· use Meeting ID 999 0335 4398 & passcode 1025 

Transitions ~ Aug 25 at 10 am 
Our mission is to provide a forum for ma-
ture adults to explore life transitions with a 
supportive community during daytime 
hours.  

Join us in Atherton Hall for this month’s program, 
“Patient Advocacy 101: How to Advocate for Ourselves in 
a Complex New World of Healthcare," which will be pre-
sented by Patient Advocate, Teri Dreher, RN, author and 
Daily Herald columnist. Teri will provide us with advice, 
tools and resources (with stories) on how to accomplish 
this.  

 August 2022 Page 6 
 

Open Forum Discussion 
Sundays, 9 am 
In the Open Forum, we agree to discuss 
the issues of the day honestly and re-
spectfully, welcoming the diversity of views that may be 
expressed on any given topic. For more info and/or to join 
the Forum email list, email vidaxel@axeldesigns.com. Our 
current schedule of upcoming discussion topics: 
° Aug 7: Humans Can Adapt to Climate Change? 
° Aug 14: What Makes You Laugh? 
° Aug 21: Reflecting on the Response to COVID-19 with 

the Passage of more Time 
Upcoming topics yet to be scheduled: 
° An Intro to Compassionate Communication 
° Coming Out as Differently Gendered in 2022  
° An Introduction to Integral Theory and Practice  
Join us on Zoom: 
· go to www.zoom.us, click on ‘join a meeting’ OR to 

listen by phone, call 1-312-626-6799*  
· when prompted, enter meeting id 927 6261 2301 and 

passcode 1025. 

Online Journaling Circle  
1st Thursdays ~ Aug 4 & Sept 1, 10 am 

Each gathering opens with a short 
meditation. We then free write and write 
from prompts related to our monthly 
themes. Have your notebook/journal and 
a pen ready & join us online for personal 
exploration and growth. To join us: 
· go to www.zoom.us & click on ‘join a meeting’ or call 

312-626-6799* 
· use meeting i.d. 950 6607 5339 and passcode 937911 

Last Mondays Book Discussion 
August 29 at 7pm 
Join us to discuss The Sweetness of Water by Nathan 
Harris. We will meet in person at the church. 

Book Circle: August 21, 6:15 pm 
All are invited to join us in classroom 6 to discuss After 
Nature: A Politics for the Anthropocene by Jedediah 
Purdy. We will gather at 6:15 pm; discussion begins at 
6:30 pm. All are warmly welcome to join us! 

Reading Roundtable  
(formerly the Great Books Group) 
Next Meeting: Weds, Sept 14 at 10 am 

A new name and a new book! Reading Roundtable is 
starting a new book on Sept. 14 called The Civically En-
gaged Reader. This is a great time to join us! 

This anthology is a collection of short readings that 
range across literature, philosophy, and religion. Meant 
for people engaged in volunteer work, philanthropy, ser-
vice organizations, and other forms of civic activity, the 
book addresses what it means to work to serve others in 
our community. Published by the Great Books Founda-
tion, the book includes discussion questions that encour-
age close reading. We will discuss one short (2–10 page) 
reading each time we meet. 

The Civically Engaged Reader explores various 
themes through classic and contemporary readings. How, 
why, and with whom do we associate? What sustains our 
bonds with others, and how do these bonds determine 
who is excluded from a group? What are our motives for 
volunteering? Does service address inequalities in our 
society? What does it mean to give and receive? 

The readings are diverse. Alexis de Tocqueville 
claims that the egalitarianism of American democracy is 
the cause of our many civic associations, but an excerpt 
from W.E.B. DuBois’s The Souls of Black Folk analyzes 
the great lack of equality between the races in America. 
An essay by Andrew Carnegie ponders how to give away 
a large fortune, while Dave Eggers describes trying to 
give money to strangers and not feeling right about it. A 
short story by Toni Morrison tells of two girls who meet 
living in a homeless shelter. Jane Addams reflects on how 
her father instilled “moral concerns” in her as a child that 
help explain why she opened Hull House. 

We meet the second and fourth Wednesdays of the 
month at 10 a.m. on Zoom. This is a great time to join! 
All are welcome. For more information and to order the 
book, contact Pat Wydell: patwydell@gmail.com.  



 

*To find a phone number outside the Chicago area for joining a Zoom meeting, go to https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA. 
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UU Women’s Connection Summer Retreat: August 12-14 
at Ronora Lodge & Retreat Center, Watervliet MI 

We will gather in Trilogy Lodge, a dorm-style lodge that sleeps up to 20. Wildflower walks, bonfires, relaxed work-
shops and worship circles make up this weekend "back to the land" on the 400+ acres of woodland and lake within the 
spirit-filled place called Ronora, https://www.ronoralodge.com/. 

Chef Audy of Souls Ground Café in Benton Harbor will cater our delicious, gourmet vegan meals. We will enjoy 
spending time together on the back deck of Trilogy Lodge, exploring, relaxing, drumming, singing, and connecting with 
nature and each other. 

All Retreat Registrants must be fully vaccinated for the COVID-19 virus. Register here:  
https://www.uuwomensconnection.org/retreats/register 
Save the date for our Fall Retreat: October 14-16 at DeKoven Center in Racine WI. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

To schedule a meeting in the building or online, 
email Office@ccuu.org or call 847-359-8440 ext 1 

Aug 3 
Focus publication 

Aug 4 
10am Online 
Journaling Circle 

Aug 5 Aug 6 

August 7 
9 am Open Forum Discussion 
10am Blessing of the Animals 
11am Fellowship 
11am Intro to CCUU 

8 9 
  
7pm AHA Dis-
cussion  

10 11 12 13 

August 14 
9 am Open Forum Discussion 
10am All-Church Worship Service 
11am Fellowship 
11:30am Green Sanctuary Mtg 
11:30am Buddhist Study Group 
Noon Choir Re-Start 

15 
  

16 17 
  
7pm Board of 
Trustees Mtg 

18 19 20 
  
6:30 pm Youth 
Movie Night at 
UU Society of 
Geneva 

August 21 
9 am Open Forum Discussion 
10am All-Church Worship Service 
11am Fellowship and Meet & 
Greet new Social Justice chair 
6:15pm Book Circle 

22 23 24 
Focus deadline 
  

25 26 27 

August 28 
9 am Open Forum Discussion 
10am All-Church Worship 
11am Fellowship and Meet & 
Greet new Social Justice chair 

Aug 29 
7pm Last Mon-
days Book Dis-
cussion 

Aug 30 Aug 31 
Focus publica-
tion 

Sept 1 
10am Jour-
naling Circle 

Sept 2 Sept 3 

September 4 
9 am Open Forum Discussion 
10am All-Church Worship 
11am Fellowship & Meet & Greet 
with new Social Justice chair 
11am Intro to CCUU 

Sept 5 
Labor Day ~ 
Church Offices 
closed 

Sept 6 
  

Sept 7 
  
7pm Safety 
Team Mtg 

Sept 8 
  
7pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

Sept 9 Sept 10 
TBA RE Facili-
tator Orienta-
tion 

September 11 
9 am Open Forum Discussion 
10am All-Church Ingathering 
11am Fellowship 
11:30am Green Sanctuary Mtg 
11:30am Buddhist Study Group 

12 13 
  
7pm AHA Dis-
cussion  

14 
10am Great 
Books Grp 

15 
  
7pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
  

16 17 

UU Women’s Retreat at Ronora 



 

*To find a phone number outside the Chicago area for joining a Zoom meeting, go to https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA. 

Countryside Church 
 Unitarian Universalist 
1025 N Smith Rd, Palatine, IL 60067 
847-359-8440 ▪ www.ccuu.org 

Follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Countryside-Church-

Unitarian-Universalist/218478024883750 

Our Covenant 
We unite to strengthen the bonds of kinship among all persons, to 
promote human dignity, and to increase reverence for life’s creat-
ing, sustaining, and transforming power through worship, study, 
and service. 

Our Mission 
We are a spiritual community actively answering the call for love, 
compassion, reason, and justice.  

Our Vision 
Countryside is committed to being a voice of and active presence 
for liberal religion in the northwest suburbs. Empowered by our 
Mission Statement, we endeavor to:  
• Create a welcoming place of connectedness, compassion, and 
respect for people of all ages. • Advance inclusivity and diversity 
within our congregation and community. • Care for each other in 
times of joy, sorrow, and transition. • Provide for spiritual and intel-
lectual growth and inspire lifelong learning. • Promote a sustainable 
future for our community and world by acting with a social, environ-
mental, and global conscience. • Communicate and spread the 
message of Unitarian Universalism within and beyond our commu-
nity. • Promote peace and justice in our congregation, communities, 
and the world. • Engage in thoughtful stewardship of our resources 
to achieve our mission and carry out our vision. 

Upcoming Focus Deadlines 
Submit all articles by 10 am to ccuu@ccuu.org 
Aug 24 (publ.Aug 31) Sept 28 (publ.Oct 5) Oct 26 (publ.Nov 1) 
Between Focus issues, written communication is via E-Updates on 
Wednesdays and the Lifespan Religious Exploration (LRE) Update on Fri-
days. Deadline for  e-updates is Weds at 10 am.  

Return Service Requested 
Time-dated Material—Prompt Delivery Requested 
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Interim Minister 
 

Rev. Denise Cawley 
begins 9-1-2022 

Director of Lifespan  
Religious Education 

Dr. Mary Lamb Shelden 
DLRE@ccuu.org 

Community Minister Rev. Dr. C. Scot Giles 

Music Director Alison Vernon 
Music.Director@ccuu.org 

Congregational  
Administrator 

Laurie Lantz 
ccuu@ccuu.org 

Technology Coordinator Jessica Maricich 
Tech-Jessica@ccuu.org 

Ken Bobbe, Coordinator 
Barbara Griggs 

Joy Simon 
Chris Smith 

Lay Ministers-in-training 
Lisa Gilley 

Helen Moore 
Ellen Vinzani 

For assistance from Lay or Care Ministry, 
please contact Ken Bobbe. 

 
Lay Ministers 
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