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If you missed the Congregational 
Annual Meeting… 

The Annual Reports are available to 
download from the church website; look for 
Congregational Meetings under the About 
CCUU menu or use this link https://
ccuu.org/congregational-meetings/ 

You can view the zoom recording of the 
meeting using this link: https://
drive.google.com/file/
d/1_6EdFqgrSUCaoFTgqUNKTcbr3N8tREl
3/view?usp=sharing 

Closed captioning of the meeting is 
available here: https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1ZliTFEo0EMq2_2kJ9a_jRq820aVglkeN/
view?usp=sharing 

Paper copies of the reports are availa-
ble rom the pamphlet rack across from the 
church office. 

Fare Thee Well Party for Rev. Hilary & Mark 
June 4, beginning at 11:30 am 
Here’s everything you need to 
know: 

 June 4 at the church; start 
time is 11:30 

 bring your own lunch; 
church will provide drinks 
and ice cream treats 

 tables will be set up in 
Atherton Hall; people are 
also welcome to set up a picnic spot outside on the church grounds 

 event will be held rain or shine 

 gifts from the congregation will be presented around 12:30 (see 
more info below) 

 the Family Ministry team will lead games beginning around 1:00 
What we need from you: 

 volunteer for set-up (Friday night 6/3 at 7) or clean-up (following the 
picnic): https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a044ea4a72fa13-fare 

 contribute photos to the digital photo frame we are giving Hilary and 
Mark 
 if you have a physical photo, please drop it off or send it to the 

church office and we will scan it 
 if you have digital photo(s); please click here to upload them to 

the online album we've set up 

 make a monetary donation in Hilary’s name to the Endowment 
Fund, to be earmarked toward sustaining an internship program at 
some point to come. Hilary has requested that, if the congregation 
were to give her a farewell gift, she would like it to be something 
that would benefit the church on her behalf, and the ability to return 
to offering a ministerial internship for a seminary student in the fu-
ture is near and dear to her heart.  

 write a check to Countryside Church with “Gift for Hilary” on the 
memo line and send it to the church or put it in 
the offering plate on Sunday; 

 give by text: text X Hilary to 847-973-7344, where 
X is the # of the amount you wish to donate; 

 to donate online, use this link or use the QR code 
to go to www.ccuu.org & click on Donate Now; 
you will find a “Gift for Hilary” option 

More opportunities to say thanks and farewell 
For those of you who may prefer a smaller gathering to bid Hilary 

goodbye, there will be three dates for “Tea and Conversation” sessions. 
These will be held outdoors at the southwest corner of our building – no 
need to sign up, just bring your own beverage and a lawn chair, and 
come have a chat!  Dates and times will be:  

 June 9 at 3 pm 
 June 11 at 11 am 
 June 14 at 10 am 

https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA
https://ccuu.org/congregational-meetings/
https://ccuu.org/congregational-meetings/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_6EdFqgrSUCaoFTgqUNKTcbr3N8tREl3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_6EdFqgrSUCaoFTgqUNKTcbr3N8tREl3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_6EdFqgrSUCaoFTgqUNKTcbr3N8tREl3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_6EdFqgrSUCaoFTgqUNKTcbr3N8tREl3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZliTFEo0EMq2_2kJ9a_jRq820aVglkeN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZliTFEo0EMq2_2kJ9a_jRq820aVglkeN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZliTFEo0EMq2_2kJ9a_jRq820aVglkeN/view?usp=sharing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a044ea4a72fa13-fare
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipPmxCp66KDgwhyJZMOo7LQ-XqeqWAEyYIlS_A5N-n5EZD8SwfdftmJlHi4NQwDafg?key=aG1tTFFWUnhYcmtpa3lkc3hMWHdkVWhoUUgtTXZ3
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z4EM/home
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From Your Board President 
Take Up the Song 

Last weekend, like many of us, I attended the memo-
rial service for Krista MacTavish. While it was extremely 
sad to say “goodbye” to such a dynamic person, there 
was so much beauty and poetry in the readings and mu-
sic. Tom MacTavish had given an eloquent eulogy and 
also stated that Krista wanted to have the song “Both 
Sides Now” played. When it came time to run the Joni 
Mitchell recording, there was a technical glitch and a few 
seconds of awkward silence. But one person started sing-
ing the song acapella and was joined immediately by eve-
ryone else assembled. As I joined in, I found myself get-
ting a bit choked up at the experience. The singing was 
strong, in tune and the phrasing was perfect. Not one 
word was said before the singing started, it was organic 
and could not have been planned. All that mattered was 
that Krista wanted this song and her friends and family 
were going to deliver.  

The next day we had the Annual Congregational 
Meeting. There were many sticky issues to cover (tight 
budgets, disappointments in the ministerial search pro-
cess, continued COVID uncertainty and more) but the 
same spirit was present. We know what needs to be done 
and we have the will to do it. We are a strong, interde-
pendent group with the determination to work through any 
obstacles and continue to live out our covenant. I left both 
the memorial and the meeting with the same impression: 
people at CCUU will take up the song, pick up the work 
and support each other through good times and bad. 
“Take up the song…Carry it on…’til all the world…comes 
to sing along” 

Events are changing daily and at a rapid pace. Any-
thing I write today (before the Memorial Day weekend) 
will be out of date by the time you read this. We’ve had 
some encouraging news in the search for an interim min-
ister. We’re preparing to close the book on one chapter of 
our history even as we start to write a new one. There will 
certainly be unanticipated problems. But whatever hap-
pens, we know that we will keep the spirit that has always 
defined Countryside. We’ll take up the song. 

~ Tom Dempsey, CCUU Board President 

Help Wanted . . .  Your ideas and energy! 
We are seeking volunteers for a Welcome Back Task Force. We need your energy and your ideas! This group will 

help make our presence known in the community and welcome old members and newcomers to Countryside Church. 
We need people with various skills, including . . . 

Greeting Visitors: When someone new arrives on Sunday, you would be the person who welcomes them, hands 
out a visitor goodie bag, and orients them to the building. You might look them up after the service to find out who they 
are and connect them with the right people at Countryside. 

Media Relations: You would inform the public of what we have to offer at Countryside, including publicizing our reg-
ular activities and special events. You could create content for print media, the website, and Facebook, and perhaps 
also for other forms of social media such as Instagram and Twitter.  

Welcome Video: We need talented people to help create a 2-minute “welcome” video that shows who we are for 
those looking for a spiritual home. This video could be posted on our website and Facebook.  

Community Events: As health guidelines allow, we can begin to bring back our larger community events, such as 
the Fair Trade table and craft fair, farmers’ markets, and concerts.  

Interested? Contact Pat Wydell, patwydell@gmail.com 

UUA General Assembly 2022  
Public Video—No Registration Required 

General Assembly is the annual 
gathering of Unitarian Universalists 
for conducting business of the Asso-
ciation, exploring the theological un-
derpinnings of our faith, and leaning 
fully into our mission and principles.  
Video of public events from General 
Assembly (GA) 2022 will be live-
streamed on https://www.uua.org/ga/off-site/2022, June 
22-26—no registration required.  You may register for GA, 
https://www.uua.org/ga/registration, to gain access to the 
rest of General Assembly, but watching the events listed 
below will be free. Learn more about Virtual GA Participa-
tion at https://www.uua.org/ga/off-site. Registration is re-
quired to live-stream the Ware Lecture, https://
www.uua.org/ga/program/highlights/ware-lecture,  on 
June 25, or access the video on-demand when it is post-
ed.  

• General Sessions: June 23-26. UUA co-moderators 
Meg Riley and Charles Du Mond preside over the 
general session in which the business of the Associa-
tion is conducted. More info and the schedule can be 
found here: https://www.uua.org/ga/off-site/2022/
business 

• Service of the Living Tradition: Thurs, June 23, 6—
7:30 pm Central time. this service honors fellow-
shipped and credentialed religious leaders; remem-
bering those who have died, recognizing those who 
have completed active service, and welcoming those 
who have received fellowship or credentialed status in 
the past year. The service includes a collection to 
benefit the Living Tradition Fund.  

• Synergy Bridging Worship: Fri, June 24, 6—7:30 
pm Central time. This is a transformative multigenera-
tional worship. Be inspired and illuminated at a cele-
bration of treasured worship elements, rites of pas-
sage and brilliant contemporary music.  

• Sunday Worship: June 26, 11:30 am—1 pm Central 
time. Join the largest annual gathering of UUs joining 
in worship.  

https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA
https://www.uua.org/ga/registration
https://www.uua.org/ga/off-site
https://www.uua.org/ga/program/highlights/ware-lecture
https://www.uua.org/ga/program/highlights/ware-lecture
https://www.uua.org/ga/off-site/2022/business
https://www.uua.org/ga/off-site/2022/business
https://giving.uua.org/ltf?_gl=1*1bvf9g1*_ga*MTExNTUwNjM2Mi4xNjIzNzY4NjAy*_ga_CN7F7RET4F*MTY1NDEwMTE0NC44MS4xLjE2NTQxMDEzNTkuMA..
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Minister’s Muse 
It’s Memorial Day as I write this, and it’s impossible not to 

think of the many young men (largely) who have fallen in 
wars. The holiday, itself, dates from 1868 – when the com-
memoration of the Civil War fallen spread widely enough that 
it was observed at Arlington National Cemetery, when it was 
called Decoration Day and the graves of soldiers were deco-
rated with flags and wreaths. Growing up, I was keenly aware 
that my dad had served in some pretty rugged battles in 
WWII and my response to that was always this tremendous 
and rather selfish relief that he had survived to come home. It 
brought me great sadness – and still does – to think of the 
terrible loss of young lives in war. Yet, again and again, in 
spite of persistent hope that there should be other means of 
resolving conflict – I wrestle with the selfishness of so many 
human beings – the desire to enslave other people for profit, 
the desire to control the intimate lives of others, the gnawing 
hunger to hoard power, wealth, nations.  I am sure that the 
cure for that is spiritual, psychological – when there is a cure 
– but I am also sure that we are challenged in our capacity or 
perhaps we lack faith and determination as human beings to 
halt the sort of juggernaut that leads to war and to sit down 
and work long enough to find that cure. So it is that we re-
member those who are sent to war on account of the deadly 
brokenness and failings of others.  

Every Memorial Day, I also take time to remember and 
honor the millions of civilians – most often women and chil-
dren – who are always caught in the crossfire and pay the 
high cost as well. These are not only in the past but presently 
suffering in places around the world – such as Ukraine, Af-
ghanistan, Ethiopia, among many others. 

And it is impossible this year to forget all the innocents 
who are suffering and dying in our increasingly militarized 
society.  Of course, even before the militarization of our soci-
ety, the innocent have always been at risk.   

To be frank – it is this reality that called me into the Uni-
tarian Universalist ministry – because I hear, in our ever-
evolving principles and our history – real voices that bring 
hope and the possibility of compassion, peace, and justice – 
and I see real work that embodies compassion, peace, and 
justice.  It is my privilege to serve this faith and a gift to minis-
ter in a congregation that has remembered that it is works – 
and not faith – that are our salvation – not in some other 
world – but in this one; that the power of love has the poten-
tial to transform lives throughout the lifespan; and that the 
covenant of community gives each person more strength, 
more vision, and more hope that could ever be found alone.  

I will have one more newsletter article before I leave – 
but I know this – as I reflect upon the power of memory – that 
this congregation has blessed me in ways that I will remem-
ber for the rest of my life and that I hope will work the same 
blessing in each one of your lives – and far beyond our gen-
erations into the future.   

Let us remember the fallen with love and, in the spirit of 
love, honor their lives with acts of compassion, peace, and 
justice that the price they have paid be not in vain.  

Let us remember this faith – imbued with high principle, 
purpose, and hopeful (if humanly imperfect) history – and 
honor it with acts of compassion, peace, and justice that this 
covenant, our principles, and our deepest human hopes live 
to redeem history. 

 
I look forward to seeing you over the next few weeks so 

that our fare well may enrich memory and celebrate what we 
have shared. With love, Hilary 

Green News 
Please join us for our monthly meetings 
on the 2nd Sunday of the month following 
the worship service. Our Green News col-
umns can be found on the church web-

site: http://ccuu.org/green-news/ (under the Service 
menu). 

Big Oil 
In the 1950s psychologist Solomon Asch con-

ducted a provocative study of how our perceptions 
can be bent to the will of what we perceive as a ma-
jority opinion. In Asch’s experiment, groups of male 
university students were given a photo of 4 parallel 
lines with various lengths and asked to identify 2 that 
were the same. In one of the groups, videoed as part 
of the evidence, all of the students except one were 
coached prior to the experiment to claim that 2 of the 
parallel lines were equal in length when in fact they 
clearly were not. The unsuspecting student was set 
up to answer last. Obviously perplexed by each incor-
rect match, he peered intently at the group of lines 
again and again, glancing often at his classmates’ 
faces. Yet, when he was asked to select two match-
ing lines, he merely paused for a long moment before 
making the same incorrect selection. 

Why does this experiment seem so right on with 
our experience? For two reasons:  We need to feel 
that our own observations are right and we need to 
feel part of a tribe. We recall moments when we have 
felt a discomfiting pressure to support a perspective 
we can’t embrace in private, and we wrestle our-
selves for the courage to dissent openly. It occurs to 
us that its supporters may be operating from infor-
mation we don’t have.  

Or is it misinformation?  
The crafting of information as a political tool has 

been the theme of the recent Frontline three-part se-
ries on the global oil industry: Doubt, Deny, Delay – 
the triple strategies used to keep the energy consorti-
um of coal, oil, and natural gas publicly supported 
without interruption.  This misinformation has kept a 
stream of subsidies and new project clearances go-
ing strong through the entire 40-year period that the 
industry has known, through its own covert research, 
its direct effects on global warming. Protests staged 
with actors, large-scale media campaigns, perceived 
authority figures casting doubt or using denial, pro-
fessional marketers touting oil across the nation --all 
had the same objective: promote an image of social 
and economic benefit while denying the science of 
climate impact. And when the science prevails, con-
vince the world that science can geo-engineer us out 
of catastrophe. 

Our best defense against this new menace re-
mains embracing the hard work of verification.  Of 
staying skeptical. Of checking various trusted 
sources in any debate. 

Stream Frontline’s Big Oil on PBS. 
 
 

https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA
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From Our Director of  Lifespan Reli-
gious Education (DLRE) 
Breather 

The annual Congregational Meeting is behind us, the 
two-year, pandemic-era Coming-of-Age youth are back 
from Boston (thanks to awesome coordinators, Chris 
Smith and Linda Berry!), and Flower Communion is set for 
this coming Sunday. In some ways, the rhythms of the 
year are familiar – but we can also feel, surely, that this is 
more than the usual turn of the year. Saturday we will hon-
or and celebrate Rev. Hilary’s 14 years of service to our 
congregation; Sunday will be her last in our pulpit. I’ve on-
ly gotten three years with Hilary and, while I have a wide 
array of feelings about this, primary among them is grati-
tude. I’m so glad I got to learn with this wise and caring 
minister. I feel like together, we have accomplished a 
great deal – not only in re-establishing and innovating 
premier programs, like Crossing Paths, Coming of Age, 
Soul Matters Small Group Ministries – but in initiating new 
ones, like Starting Point and our Living the Pledge anti-
racism series. Beyond the work we’ve done together, I’ve 
just plain come to care about her, and her dear Mark. 
Though I wish her every good thing in what comes next for 
her, it’s hard to say goodbye. I will miss her. 

This Sunday will be the last time I’ll see Hilary for 
some time, as Margie and I will be departing for Great Brit-
ain Monday. This is a bucket list trip, in honor of our 25th 
anniversary. As both of us have had lifelong careers work-
ing in public education and the not-for-profit sector, we 
don’t vacation overseas often; this will only be the second 
time, the first being when we traveled to Thailand, where 
Marg had served in the Peace Corps. It’s also a legacy trip 
for us, as we are both nearly wholly descended from the 
lands we’ll be touring. We’ll be traveling the Unitarian Trail 
in Whales, and visiting national parks and pre-historic 
stone circles in Britain and Scotland. We’ll be in the Outer 
Hebrides, Isle of Lewis, Callanish Stone Circle, for Sum-
mer Solstice. I am excited for the deeper understanding of 
our earth-moving ancestors I know this trip will bring us; I 
am looking forward to sharing this knowledge with all of 
you on our return. We’ll be gone for three weeks. When I 
return, we’ll offer a short summer RE series for the last 
four Sundays in July – a play-based, outdoor Soul Matters 
curriculum. If you should see visitors in worship before my 
return, please be sure to share with them that we will be 
offering this July series – I’ll leave a flyer for it on the Nar-
thex table before I go. 

What happens after that is less certain. I know we will 
need to work together between July and September to re-
envision what our programs will look like in the coming 
year, in light of the drastic cuts to the RE staff and budget. 
What I can say is that we will continue to offer premier pro-
grams throughout the lifespan, including our Living the 
Pledge series. I’ll be looking forward to your participation 
in the conversation. 

Many congregants have offered assistance – thank 
you! While it’s important to emphasize that additional vol-
unteers cannot wholly fill the gap created by the loss of 
our 20-hour-per-week assistant, I have been thinking 
deeply about the kinds of assistance that will surely help in  

Continued... 

Summer Religious Exploration (RE) for 
Children & Youth 
Sundays, July 10 - 31 

On Sun July 10, we launch a summer series of four 
consecutive Sunday sessions from the Soul Matters Magic 
Summer curriculum, an outdoor, play-based curriculum 
emphasizing some magical S's:  

• Service to Others. 

• Silence and Mindfulness 

• Sunshine and Movement 
This is a curriculum focused on Preschool - 5th grade 

children; older youth will also have an opportunity to assist. 
Watch for a registration link. Contact Dr. Mary Shelden with 
questions or concerns, DLRE@ccuu.org. 

Summer Teachers Needed 
If you are an experienced RE facilitator, or you feel 

called to help with our children's programming, this is a 
great program to try for a Sunday or two -- please reach 
out to Dr. Mary if you are interested in leading or assisting 
with one or more of these summer Sundays. 

From Our DLRE, cont’d 
whatever programming we offer. Here are some 
thoughts: 

• If you feel called to teach and learn with our young 
people on Sunday mornings, and you’d be interest-
ed in a closer walk with me and with other congre-
gants similarly called, reach out to me about how 
your gifts and talents may be a fit with our needs; 

• If you love office and school supplies and have 
weekly time you could offer on your own schedule, 
please talk with me about taking on the role of ma-
terials manager; 

• If you have artistic talent and some monthly free 
time to spare, please check in with me about be-
coming part of a Craft Brigade – to help lead young 
people in crafting projects, but also to help ensure 
that our RE spaces and our gifts to volunteers and 
congregants are beautiful and deeply spiritual; 

• If you have reliable wheels and enjoy being on the 
road, please ask me about times when, even after 
the pandemic, we might have need of delivery peo-
ple. 

Many thanks to Laurie Lantz, who has taken on the 
weekly task of drafting the weekly LRE Update – this will 
be on hiatus while I’m away in June. Thanks also to Deb-
bie Lee, Karen Epps, and Michelle Hitchcock, who have 
stepped forward to take on particular roles on a regular 
basis. And thank you, of course, to our lifespan coordina-
tors, advisors, and facilitators who have faced down 
many challenges to be, truly, part of the glue holding this 
place together in pandemic times. I see you, I value you, 
and I appreciate you. May we hold fast together for what 
comes next. Blessings on you, dear people. See you in 
July. 

https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA
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Upcoming Worship Services ~ Sundays at 10 am 
Worship descriptions are also on the church website:  http://ccuu.org/services/.   

Per the updated policy, masks are still required during worship services. Services are live-streamed to Zoom for those not comfortable 
joining us in person.  Following worship services, fellowship is held on Zoom for those joining us online and in Atherton Hall for those at-
tending in person; masks are optional during fellowship. 

• To join the service online, go to https://bit.ly/CCUUworship  
 OR go to https://zoom.us/, click on ‘Join a Meeting’ at the top of the page, use meeting id 412 124 873  
 OR to listen via phone*, call 1-312-626-6799 and when prompted, use meeting id 412 124 873 

• In all cases, you will be asked for a passcode: 1025 

June 5 All-Church Flower Communion 
Please bring a flower or a few flowers from home to share. A Unitarian tradition begun by Norbert Capek, the Flower 
Communion celebrates the beauty of our diversity and our hope for continued blossoming as a community of spirit.  

June 12 All-Church Pride Service 

June 19 All-Church Solstice Service 

June 26 UUA General Assembly Worship 

July 3 All-Church American Music Service Tom Dempsey 

July 10 The Labyrinth Journey Carol Sweigert 

July 17 to be announced Rev. Lindsay Bates 

July 24 Buddhist Study Group 

July 31 UU History portrayal by Mark Huston 

Aug 7 All-Church Blessing of the Animals Jerome McDonnell & Chris Smith 

Aug 14 to be announced Dr. Mary Shelden 

Aug 21 Feminine Divine 
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Help Incarcerated Individuals  
celebrate Juneteenth! 
UU Prison Ministry of IL (UUPMI) is or-
ganizing this celebration at the Kewanee 
Re-entry Center. This is an opportunity to 
make a difference at an important cele-
bration at a relatively new concept facility 
in Illinois preparing long-time incarcerated 
to re-enter their home towns and rejoin 
their families. To help with this celebra-
tion, please send: 

• Snacks and Candy except gum of any kind 

• Small coffee packets 

• Other sweetened drink packets 

• Bottled water or other flavored drinks 

• Plastic pens (no metal clips) 

• Markers 

• Folders (but not notebooks with metal rings) 

• Planners, Calendars, Pads 
These items should be sent to: 
          Chaplain York 
          Kewanee Life Skills Re-Entry Center 
          2021 Kentville Road 
          Kewanee, Il 61443  
Or contact Vince Unger at vtunger@comcast.net to make 
other arrangements.  

Free Piano Recital 
June 12 at 3 pm 
Hear our own Janice Razaq 

Come and enjoy an afternoon of piano music per-
formed by Countryside’s own staff pianist, Dr. Janice Lar-
son Razaq. This is a rare opportunity to hear and see her 
in recital, as she gears up for a few more performances 
later in June in Minnesota. The program will include 

• Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata Op. 31, No. 3 

• Robert Schumann: Forest Scenes, Op. 82 

• Claude Debussy: Images Bk. 1 

• Louis Moreau Gottschalk: Souvenir de Porto Rico 
and The Banjo 

For those of you who don’t know anything about 
Janice, she is Director of Keyboard Studies at Harper Col-
lege; she has studied and performed in London and 
across the U.S.; has served on local, state and national 
Music Teachers Associations; and has been a dedicated 
piano teacher for many, many years. 

The recital will take place in the sanctuary. There is no 
admission charge, but donations to Countryside Church 
will be welcomed.  

https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA
http://ccuu.org/services/
https://bit.ly/CCUUsvc
https://zoom.us/
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Auction a Success! 
Congratulations, Countryside, 

on another successful Time and 
Talent Auction. Thanks to you, we 
beat our goal of $18,000.  Your 
contributions will fund  

• One Earth Ally and one 
Eco-Ambassador for Faith in Place;  

• 20 women in POC’s ROLE program;  

• 44 children in POC’s ICompete Program;  

• Commissary funds for 43 immigrants seeking 
asylum 

PLUS  

• $3,300 toward Chalice House expenses 

• $1,400 in contribution to our UUA dues 

• And $8,000 to be shared with our three service 
partners to fund ongoing needs. 

Many thanks go out in abundance to the 33 donors of 
their time and talent, and to the 79 bidding units. 

Many other Countrysiders worked hard to make the 
auction and auction worship service a success. Thanks to 
Christine Organ, Chair of the Outreach Steering Commit-
tee (OSC), and committee members Lisa Gilley, Marie 
Mauter, and Janet McDonnell for helping out in countless 
ways. Also thanks to Janet for her artistic assistance with 
the auction logos. 

Kudos go out to musicians Leilani and Quinn Smith; 
Julia, Natalie, and Will Unverzagt; Jack Conneely, Jeff 
Phillips, Chaz Ruhl, Ed Monson, Karen Noorani, and Tom 
Dempsey who cast their musical spell at our auction wor-
ship service. Jessica Maricich and Jeff Phillips worked 
their technical wizardry, and Joy Simon charmed us with 
her children's story. We were also privileged to hear, in 
person, from our incredible service partners Dan 
Huntsha, Kathy Millin, and Ryan Smith. 

Last but not least, Laurie Lantz was always at our 
beck and call in the church office for a wide variety of 
(often last minute!) requests. 

Yes, Countrysiders are generous in many ways. 
We’ve seen ♫”what we are made of when we are called 
to help our world in need” ♫ 

Thank you! 
The 2022 Time and Talent Committee 
Mari Van Meter, Laura Mandell, and Nancy Dempsey 

Oneness 5K Run/Walk 
Sat June 11, 7:30 am 

You are invited to run or walk & 
connect with a diverse community in 
the spirit of interfaith oneness. This 
year, CCUU is one of the sponsors 
of this event, which will be held at 
Deer Grove East—Picnic Grove 4.  

New this year is the kid's dash  
for youth under 6 years old! 

See the info sheet toward the end of this newsletter 
for more information and invite a friend to join you. The 
sign-up fee is $25, which goes to help support Chicago 
Voyagers, a nonprofit that empowers at-risk Chicago 
youth through outdoor experiential adventures. 

To register, go to https://www.onenessrun.org/.  
There is also a Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/630230851270697. 

For more info, please email emiliecheng@yahoo.ca. 

Arlington Hts 4th of  July Parade 
March with Our Interfaith Green 
Partners & Faith in Place 

Have fun! Take environmental action! 
Build community! We march near the end 
of the parade and collect recyclables from 
the crowd. RSVP by June 10 to Gail, 
greensanctuary@ccuu.org. Share the flyer found toward 
the end of this newsletter with interested friends.  

Reminder: Church Fiscal Year ends 
June 30 

If you are able, please pay any remaining pledge bal-
ance by June 30. Ways to submit payments, including by 
text and/or credit card or bank transfer, are outlined on 
our website: http://ccuu.org/donate/. 

If your circumstances have changed since you made 
your initial pledge and you are not able to fulfill it com-
pletely, we understand, and we ask that you communi-
cate with us so we know what’s going on, can plan ac-
cordingly, and can support you in every way possible. 

Need to check your donation record? 
You can do so by going to the church database – 

Breeze CHMS (church management system). You can 
download our Breeze Flyer – http://ccuu.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/02/CCUU-Breeze-user-flyer.pdf. Here are 
the basics: 

• Login at: https://ccuu.breezechms.com/login 
 if you have already created an account, log in with 

your user name & password  
 if you have not created an account, click on 

“Create Account” under Sign In 
 Once logged in, click on “My Profile.’ Click on 

‘Giving’ to view your pledge and contribution histo-
ry  

OR 

• If you have a smart phone or tablet, download the 
Breeze CHMS Mobile App from your app store or 
from www.breezechms.com/mobile-app 
 Once downloaded, the church ID is CCUU. You 

will be prompted to enter your user name & pass-
word – or to set one up, if you haven’t already. 

 Check your giving and access the church directory 
right from your smart phone. 

https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA
https://www.onenessrun.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/630230851270697
http://ccuu.org/donate/
https://ccuu.breezechms.com/login
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Monthly Ministry Theme 

Additional Exploration of Monthly Theme 
We explore the monthly themes during worship and religious exploration, in Journaling Circle and in Soul Connections 
small groups.  

• Get daily inspiration on the monthly theme by liking the CCUU Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Countryside-Church-Unitarian-Universalist/218478024883750 

• Find musical inspiration on each theme by following the monthly playlists on 

• Spotify: https://www.soulmatterssharingcircle.com/spotify-lists.html 

• YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL_fSD0_Ps01lGauCVL_mKQ/playlists 

Celebrating Blessings 
A Soul Matters facilitator once shared, “I guess after 

plan A fails, I need to remember there's still a whole alpha-
bet out there.”   

Who of us doesn’t need a little help remembering 
that? Especially after enduring Covid for so long. And the 
ongoing reckoning with racism. And the world’s inability to 
deal with climate change. And political division. You get 
the point. It’s easy to feel demoralized, daunted and de-
feated these days. With so many things going wrong, it’s 
easy to overlook the many things going right.   

For Unitarian Universalists, this tunnel vision is the 
central tragedy of the human condition, not just of our 
times. We respect those who frame the human problem as 
sin or twisted wills, but it’s nearsightedness that our reli-
gion is most worried about. Which is also why blessings 
are so core to our faith. They are our way of widening our 
view. 

You see, unlike some of our sibling religions, we don’t 
say a lot of blessings. But we do point to them. For us, 
blessings are not so much about giving something to each 
other as they are about helping each other notice all that’s 
already been given.  

And it’s not just about widening our view to see the 
gifts and blessings themselves; it’s about widening our 
understanding of life. Pointing to blessings repairs our re-
lationship with life, allowing us to see it as generous in-
stead of indifferent or threatening. And that’s no small 
thing. Because when the world seems stingy with us, we 
start getting stingy with others. In contrast, those who feel 
blessed have little trouble passing blessings on. Life spills 
into us and we spill into others. 

And in that overflow, it does indeed get a whole lot 
easier to notice that there is, most certainly, a whole al-
phabet out there. 

 
Questions for Celebrating Blessings 
Meditate on the list and pick the one question that speaks 
to you most. The goal is to figure out which question is 
“yours.” Which question captures the call of your inner 
voice? Which one contains “your work”? What is that 
question trying to get you to notice or acknowledge? 
 

1. When in your life have you most felt like you were a 
blessing? 

2. How would you complete the sentence: “I’ve been 
blessed with __________.”? 

3. What was the most significant blessing of your family 
system? Your birth order? Having a large extended 
family? Having a special relationship with your parents 

or siblings? Having a parent who wasn’t like other 
parents? A special family ritual? Your family’s love of 
books, or food or jokes? 

4. What summer in your life contained the most bless-
ings? Is there any part of you that wants to recreate 
or re-experience some of those blessings this sum-
mer? 

5. What role has the blessing of friendship played in 
your life? 

6. What blessing did the religion of your childhood leave 
you? 

7. Is there anything held in common by the people you 
know who feel blessed by life? What do they have to 
teach you about “the secret to feeling blessed”? 

8. They say blessings come when we are still enough to 
notice them. How good are you at being still? 

9. Has a loss ever led to a blessing for you? 

10. Has an obligation or burden ever surprised you with a 
blessing? 

11. Have you ever witnessed anger offering a blessing? 

12. Is it possible that feeling cursed or cheated is playing 
itself out in your life in unnoticed - or unwanted -  
ways? 

13. Have you thanked your various “fathers” for their 
blessings? Many of us have more than one father 
figure in our lives. When was the last time you told 
them thanks for their gifts? And let them know you 
carry them and their influence with you still? 

 
© 2021-22 Soul Matters ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. For use by 
member congregations of the Soul Matters Sharing Circle. 

2022-23 Themes Announced 
The overarching frame for the year: What paths 

must we lean into and relearn as we travel together into 
our complex, challenging and hoped for future? This is the 
overarching question our 2022-23 themes invite us to ex-
plore! Each theme will lift up a particular spiritual path cru-
cial to helping us birth a new normal worthy of our hopes. 

Monthly Themes: The Path of... 
September: Belonging 
October: Courage 
November: Change 
December: Wonder 
January: Finding Our Center 
February: Love 
March: Vulnerability 
April: Resistance 
May: Creativity 
June: Delight 

https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA
ttps://www.facebook.com/pages/Countryside-Church-Unitarian-Universalist/218478024883750
ttps://www.facebook.com/pages/Countryside-Church-Unitarian-Universalist/218478024883750
https://www.soulmatterssharingcircle.com/spotify-lists.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL_fSD0_Ps01lGauCVL_mKQ/playlists
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Online Journaling Circle  
1st Thursdays ~ June 2, 10 am 

Each gathering opens with a short 
meditation. We then free write and write 
from prompts related to our monthly themes. Have your 
notebook/journal and a pen ready & join us online for per-
sonal exploration and growth. To join us: 

• go to www.zoom.us & click on ‘join a meeting’ or call 
312-626-6799* 

• use meeting i.d. 950 6607 5339 and passcode: 
937911. 

Open Forum: Sundays, 9 am 
In the Open Forum Discussion, we agree 
to discuss the issues of the day honestly 
and respectfully, welcoming the diversity 
of views that may be expressed on any 
given topic. For more info and/or to join the Forum email 
list, email vidaxel@axeldesigns.com. Our current sched-
ule of upcoming discussion topics: 
 June 5:  Is Iran our Enemy? 
 June 12: Is Population imploding, exploding, remain-

ing the Same—and is any such scenario a problem? 
 June 19: Blockchain—Quantum Leap Forward or Dig-

ital Snake Oil? 
 June 26: How to navigate the internet wisely in 2022 
 July 3:  thinking again with Adam Grant—the power of 

debate and knowing what you don’t know 
 July 10:  nuclear weapons and nuclear power in 2022 
Join us on Zoom: 

• go to www.zoom.us, click on ‘join a meeting’ OR to 
listen by phone, call 1-312-626-6799*  

• when prompted, enter meeting id 927 6261 2301 and 
passcode 1025. 

Book Circle: June 26, 6:15 pm 
All are invited to join us in classroom 6 to discuss 

Talking to Strangers: What We Should Know about the 
People We Don't Know by Malcolm Gladwell. "Gladwell 
argues that something is very wrong with the tools and 
strategies we use to make sense of people we don’t 
know, and the resulting conflict and misunderstanding 
have a profound effect on our lives and our world." 

We will gather at 6:15 pm; discussion begins at 6:30 
pm. All are warmly welcome to join us! 

Atheist, Humanist, Agnostic  
Discussion Group 
2nd Tuesdays ~ June 14 at 7 pm 
This month, we will watch two short videos - 

An argument against Reality- Why you can’t trust your 
senses and Do We See Reality as it is?, a TED talk by 
cognitive scientist Donald Hoffman, who is referenced in 
the first video.   
To join us online: 

• go to www.zoom.us OR call 1-312-626-6799 

• use Meeting ID 999 0335 4398 & passcode 1025 
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Last Mondays Book Discussion 
June 27 at 7pm 
Join us to discuss The Ten Thousand Doors of January 
by Alix Harrow. We will meet in person at the church. 

Intro to CCUU ~ 1st Sundays 
June 5 & July 3 at 11 am 
Newcomers are invited to attend a brief ori-
entation to Countryside Church and Unitari-

an Universalism once/month following worship and is 
hosted by a longtime CCUU member and lifelong UU.  

The Great Books Group 
2nd and 4th Weds ~ June 8 & 22 at 10 am 

Join us to discuss the next chapters in Tube Talk: Big 
Ideas in Television. We continue to meet on Zoom. For 
more information and to order the book, contact Pat 
Wydell, patwydell@gmail.com.  

• Go to www.zoom.us OR call 1-312-626-6799.*  

• Use meeting ID: 979 7707 6345 and passcode 
981048  

Transitions ~ June 23, 10-11:30 am 
The mission of Transitions is to provide a 
forum for mature adults to explore life tran-
sitions with a supportive community during 
daytime hours.  
Join us in Atherton Hall this month, when 

CCUU member JeanMarie Dwyer will discuss and demon-
strate the topic It's All About You - Learn About Others 
(and Yourself) by Using Handwriting Analysis. 

Buddhist Study Group 
2nd Sundays ~ June 12, 11:30 am 
We read & discuss selected Buddhist texts 
and try to apply the principles & techniques 
to our every day lives. This year, we have 

been reading Lovingkindness: The Revolutionary Art of 
Happiness by Sharon Salzberg. Join us in Atherton Hall 
or on Zoom: 

 go to www.zoom.us, click on 'join a meeting' or to 
listen by phone, call 1-312-626-6799* 

 use Meeting ID 928 5554 3061 and passcode 1025 

https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA
https://zoom.us/j/707848506
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

To Schedule a meeting in the building or online, 
email Office@ccuu.org or call 847-359-8440 ext 1 

June 1 
Focus publication 

June 2 
10 am Journaling 
Circle 

June 3 
  
7pm Fare-Thee-
Well party set-up 

June 4 
11:30am Fare-
Thee-Well Party 
for Rev. Hilary & 
Mark 

June 5 
9 am Open Forum Discussion 
10am All-Church Flower Commun-
ion 
11am Fellowship & Intro to CCUU 

6 
  

7 
  

8 
10am Great 
Books Grp  

9 
  
3pm Tea & Con-
versation w.Rev. 
Hilary 

10 
  

11 
7:30am Oneness 

5K Run/Walk 
11am Tea & Con-
versation w.Rev. 
Hilary 

June 12 
9 am Open Forum Discussion 
10am All-Church Pride Service 
11am Fellowship 
11:30am Buddhist Study Group 
12:30pm Green Sanctuary Mtg 
3pm Janice Razaq piano recital 

13 
  

14 
10am Tea & 
Conversation 
w.Rev. Hilary 
  
7pm AHA Discus-
sion  

15 
  
7pm Board of 
Trustees Mtg 

16 17 18 
  
5pm 40plus Kin-
ship Group hike & 
dinner 

June 19 
9 am Open Forum Discussion 
10am All-Church Solstice Svc 
11am Fellowship 

20 
  

21 22 
10am Great 
Books Grp  

23 
10am Transitions 
  

24 
  

25 
9:30am Feminine 
Divine Women’s 
Group 

June 26 
9 am Open Forum Discussion 
10am All-Church Worship 
11am Fellowship 
6:15pm Book Circle 

June 27 
7pm Last Mon-
days Book Dis-
cussion 

June 28 
Local Election 

June 29 
Focus deadline 

June 30 July 1 July 2 

July 3 
9 am Open Forum Discussion 
10am All-Church Worship 
11am Fellowship & Intro to CCUU 

July 4 
Countrysiders 
march in Arl Hts 
Parade with 
Interfaith Green 
Partners & Faith 
in Place  

July 5 
  

July 6 
Focus publication 

July 7 
10 am Journaling 
Circle 

July 8 July 9 

July 10 
9 am Open Forum Discussion 
10am Worship & Summer RE 
11am Fellowship 
11:30am Buddhist Study Group 
12:30pm Green Sanctuary Mtg 

11 
  

12 
  
7pm AHA Discus-
sion  

13 
10am Great 
Books Grp  
  

14 15 16 

June 22-26: UUA General Assembly, Portland OR & ONLINE 

40plus Kinship Group 
Hike & Dinner ~ Saturday, June 18 
Let's kick off summer with a hike followed by dinner.  You 
may participate in one or both events. You must RSVP to 
40plus@ccuu.org by June 15 if you plan to join us for din-
ner.    
Hiking at 5 pm: Deer Grove West forest preserve, W 
Dundee Road, located just east of Northwest Hwy, Cook 
County, IL  (view web map). We will congregate in the 
parking lot. 
Dinner at 7 pm: Emmett's Brewing Company, 110 N. 
Brockway, Palatine 60067. We have reservations for out-
door seating. If you want to attend the dinner, please 
RSVP to 40plus@ccuu.org by June 15 

From the Congregational Administra-
tor 

I will be out of the office on June 7 & 8 attending the 
Association of UU Administrators’ Professional Days con-
ference. I will also be away June 20-27, having a few 
days of vacation before attending UU General Assembly 
in Portland, Oregon. (If you watch the GA Sunday morn-
ing worship service, you may see me in the GA choir.) 
Many thanks to Karen Epps and Debbie Lee who will be 
staffing the office in my absence! 

https://zoom.us/u/ac5VDmxWtA
mailto:Office@ccuu.org?subject=Zoom%20Meeting
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Countryside Church 

 Unitarian Universalist 

1025 N Smith Rd, Palatine, IL 60067 

847-359-8440 ▪ www.ccuu.org 

Follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Countryside-Church-

Unitarian-Universalist/218478024883750 

Our Covenant 
We unite to strengthen the bonds of kinship among all persons, to 
promote human dignity, and to increase reverence for life’s creat-
ing, sustaining, and transforming power through worship, study, 
and service. 

Our Mission 
We are a spiritual community actively answering the call for love, 
compassion, reason, and justice.  

Our Vision 
Countryside is committed to being a voice of and active presence 
for liberal religion in the northwest suburbs. Empowered by our 
Mission Statement, we endeavor to:  
• Create a welcoming place of connectedness, compassion, and 
respect for people of all ages. • Advance inclusivity and diversity 
within our congregation and community. • Care for each other in 
times of joy, sorrow, and transition. • Provide for spiritual and intel-
lectual growth and inspire lifelong learning. • Promote a sustainable 
future for our community and world by acting with a social, environ-
mental, and global conscience. • Communicate and spread the 
message of Unitarian Universalism within and beyond our commu-
nity. • Promote peace and justice in our congregation, communities, 
and the world. • Engage in thoughtful stewardship of our resources 
to achieve our mission and carry out our vision. 

Upcoming Focus Deadlines 
Submit all articles by 10 am to ccuu@ccuu.org 
June 29 (publ.July 6) July 27 (publ.Aug 3) Aug 24 (publ.Aug 31) 

Between Focus issues, written communication is via E-Updates on 
Wednesdays and the Lifespan Religious Exploration (LRE) Update on Fri-
days. Deadline for  e-updates is Weds at 10 am.  

Return Service Requested 

Time-dated Material—Prompt Delivery Requested 

Focus 

Published by Countryside Church UU 
1025 N Smith Rd  Palatine IL 60067 

847-359-8440  ccuu@ccuu.org  www.ccuu.org 

 

Minister Rev. Hilary L. Krivchenia 
Minister@ccuu.org 

Director of Lifespan  
Religious Education 

Dr. Mary Lamb Shelden 
DLRE@ccuu.org 

Community Minister Rev. Dr. C. Scot Giles 

Music Director Alison Vernon 
Music.Director@ccuu.org 

Congregational  
Administrator 

Laurie Lantz 
ccuu@ccuu.org 

Religious Education  
Assistant 

(vacancy) 
RE.Assistant@ccuu.org 

Technology Coordinator Jessica Maricich 
Tech-Jessica@ccuu.org 

Lay Ministers 
Ken Bobbe, Coordinator 

Karen Greenland 
Barbara Griggs 

Joy Simon 
Chris Smith 

For assistance from Lay or Care Ministry, 
please call Ken or Rev. Hilary. 
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