
 

 

Chalice House provides much-needed 
transitional housing to asylum-seeking 
immigrants. 

There is a critical need for this kind of community-based 
housing, with many thousands of people living in over-
crowded detention centers. This model allows families 
to stay together and provides individuals with the 
dignity they deserve while awaiting asylum. 

 

Chalice House is… 

Chalice House is a shared project between Countryside Church Unitarian Universalist, along with several 
Community Partners, and Interfaith Community for Detained Immigrants, a non-profit, faith-based 
organization that provides services to immigrants released from ICE detention. 

 
Chalice House provides housing and mentorship by… 
Countryside Church Unitarian Universalist and a coalition of partners provides housing, mentorship and 
support, including helping the family connect with the community, find employment, practice English, and 
adjust to life in the United States. 
 

Chalice House provides social services by… 
An ICDI case manager connects residents to educational, ESL, health, and legal services. By providing a 
supportive and caring environment and trauma-informed care, ICDI seeks to help people heal and adjust to 
life in the U.S. while they wait for future court dates or work permits. 
 

Chalice House is a home to… 

Through its network, ICDI matches asylum-seeking immigrants with Chalice House. For the past two years, 
Chalice House has been home to a family of three from the Democratic Republic of the Congo. We expect to 
host our second family in July 2022.  
 

Chalice House is supported by… 

The project requires financial and volunteer commitments to maintain, and we are incredibly grateful and 
inspired by the support that has been provided by the Countryside Church Unitarian Universalist congregation 
along with nine community partners from seven faith groups, as well as dozens of individuals. 

 

For more information or to make a donation, please contact ChaliceHouse@ccuu.org or visit  
CCUU.org/ChaliceHouse/ 



JAIL VISITATION

COVID-19 CHANGES PEACE POLE
During the pandemic, most
of our programs have had
to adapt to an online
environment. However, our
Hotline and Case
Management services
persist in person. You can
donate to our COVID-19
Mutual Aid Fund online.   

Chalice House, a project
from our housing program,
currently houses a migrant
family. This is the Peace
Pole, decorated with
positive and welcoming
messages, created together
by volunteers and the
family. 

PROGRAMS

HARBOR HOSPITALITY
Harbor Hospitality is ICDI’s community-based housing and
case management program. For the last 8 years, ICDI has
coordinated with diverse bodies of communities to offer
housing, financial assistance, and case management to
those who would have otherwise been detained in cruel and
traumatizing conditions.

ICDI’s jail visitation program provides spiritual and
material support to immigrants in ICE detention through
both in-person visitation, video visitation, and letter
writing. Weekly $10 commissary checks are deposited into
accounts, which are often used to purchase soap or
toothpaste, supplementary food like ramen noodles, or
letters and stamps or phone time to loved ones.

Court Watch volunteers serve as observers to provide
accompaniment to immigrants and accountability in the
Immigration Court system to let those involved know that
people are watching. It is our goal that through
monitoring and documenting we can bring transparency
to the immigration system and support the urgent need
for more just immigration policies.

Hotline and CITA programs support the overall well-being
of asylum seekers through accompaniment, calls to loved
ones abroad, warm meals, weather-appropriate clothing,
interpretation services, transportation assistance, and
referrals to local organizations in final destinations. We
accompany recently-arrived asylum seekers in the
Chicagoland area, whether they are released from
detention here, or arrive by bus and have a Chicago
layover or final destination. 

We visit and organize culturally relevant events for
migrant children from around the world who have been
apprehended by the US government for crossing the
border, and are awaiting reunification with family
members.

COURT WATCH

HOTLINE AND CITA

MIGRANT CHILDREN'S VISITATION

Find us online!

facebook/icdichicago.org

@icdichicago

@ICommunityDi

www.icdichicago.org

Self-Determination- All people have the right to
self-determination, including the right to migrate
and the right to stay in safety. 
Solidarity- Effective solidarity is compassionate
collaboration through humility, listening and
reflection. 
Systemic Justice- A just system is based on
standards of equity and inclusion, and uplifts the
dignity and identities of all people.

MISSION: ICDI accompanies immigrants in detention
and upon release, amplifies their voices and
advocates for justice. 

VISION: We envision and advocate for an end to
detention and other unjust immigration policies. We
envision a just society in which everyone, regardless
of national origin, has basic human rights including
livelihood, family unity, self-determination, and
physical and emotional safety.

VALUES: 



Faith in Place empowers Illinois people of all faiths to be 
leaders in caring for the Earth, providing resources to 
educate, connect, and advocate for healthier communities. 
Since 1999, Faith in Place has worked with more than 
1,000 houses of worship throughout Illinois. We are the 
Illinois affiliate of Interfaith Power and Light (IPL). 
Outreach staff focus on five program areas: Energy & 
Climate Change, Sustainable Food & Land Use, Water 
Preservation, Advocacy, and Youth Empowerment. In 
2022 we have merged with Wisconsin and Indiana IPL to 
form one organization untied on environmental efforts in 
the Midwest.

North & West Roots
With outreach staff working across the state and staff located in Chicago, Northern 
Illinois, Central Illinois, and Southern Illinois, in 2015 Faith in Place added a fourth 
regional location in Palatine to put down long term roots in the North & West 
Suburbs. This has helped us solidify our relationship with our current N&W faith 
partners and create new relationships as we work to build healthier communities 
together.

Youth Eco-Ambassador Program
Youth Eco-Ambassador Program Faith in Place provides environmental education 
during the summer for youth ages 14-18. Applications are accepted from partners to 
send a representative from their house of worship to join Faith in Place staff and learn 
more about environmental issues, leadership development, and outreach methods. 
Site visits to see environmental education in action is a key part of the program. 

By the end of the program the Eco-Ambassadors are empowered to work with 
existing Green Teams at their faith communities. In 2018, with CCUU’s generous 2017 
Time & Talent donations, we expanded the program to the N&W and three youth 
participated in the Water Preservation and Camping weeks. With further support 
from CCUU with 2018 and 2019 donations we expanded the N&W program to include 
four youth participants and lengthened the N&W program to three weeks. With your 
support we were able to expand the program again in 2021 to support four Eco-
Ambassadors and one Earth Ally for a total of FIVE weeks! We are following the same 
model for 2022 and your support helps make this program happen. The expansion of 
the N&W Youth Program inspired the organization to also expand the program into 
Northern, Central, and Southern Illinois, so now we have five program locations 
across the state!

To learn more, contact Outreach Steering Committee member Marie Mauter, 
amauter@aol.com.



Meet Countryside’s Service Partners 
 
POC empowers people and change lives with a vision for a community of strong 
citizens, healthy families, and vibrant neighborhoods. 
 
Alignment of resources and collaborations: POC aligns and facilitates 
partnerships among multiple agencies to connect children and families to needed 

services and resources in education, employment, health & wellness, youth development and adult leadership. 
 
Access to resources - Bilingual/bicultural front desk staff provides resource and referral, greets clients, directs phone 
referrals, and supports all agencies. 
 
Childcare is available for all programs.  
 
Education: 

● Afterschool and evening programs  - EDGEBROOK COMMUNITY CENTER AND COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
● Tutoring, life skills assistance through mentoring 
● Computer and financial literacy, employment assistance  
● Plaza Communitaria 

 
Food Pantry and Community Closet: We collect food, clothing, and other basic needs for people in crisis in the 
greater Palatine area. This is a collaborative with PATH, POC, CCSD15, Northwest Community Healthcare, and All Saints 
Lutheran Church. 
 
Health and Wellness:  

● Community health nurse and worker 
● Mental health services and groups 
● Nutrition and fitness activities  
● Health Literacy 
● Parenting classes 

 
ICompete Youth Program provides summer camp, mentoring through academics, sports, and arts. 
 
ROLE (Reaching Out Lifting to Excellence) is a women’s leadership development program focusing on mental health 
through groups, learning new skills, and yoga, and more. 
 
ROOTS Community Garden is a vegetable and flower garden run by the women leaders of ROLE for families. 
Programming includes planting, harvesting, cooking, nutrition, and children’s activities. 
 
See more at www.poc.news and Facebook: Partners for Our Communities 

POC Locations: 
Community Resource Center, 1585 N. Rand Rd., Palatine, IL 60074 

Edgebrook Community Center, 1926 N. Green Lane, #1B, Palatine, IL 60074 
Higgins Education Center, 1030 W. Higgins Rd., Hoffman Estates, IL 60169 

Winston Warriors Learning Center, 120 N. Babcock, IL 60074 

 

For more information, contact Outreach Steering Committee member Janet McDonnell, 
mcdonnells@sbcglobal.net  




