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Bring your friends and 
family to church this 
Sunday, and shop at 
the Indoor Farmers 
Market after worship. 

A wide array of products will be fea-
tured: fresh produce, beef, pork, poul-
try, eggs, salsas, sauces, fruit pre-
serves, honey, bread, pastries, mush-
rooms, & more! 
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For Palatine Township Families: 
Thanks go to Linda and Steve Pratt 
who will again oversee this year’s Holi-
day Gift-Giving Program, sponsored 
by Palatine Township. The Township 
will send us wish lists for 8 families in 
need (28 people). On Nov 13, you will 
have the opportunity to choose a per-
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will be available then. This is a popular 
program and one where your generos-
ity makes a huge difference in 
someone’s life over the holidays. 
For Palatine & Fremd High School 
students in homeless/precarious 
housing situtations: These students 
will receive gift baskets of gift cards 
before holiday break. This collection 
will also provide extra cards to be 
used by social workers throughout rest 
of school year. This is the third year 
for this successful and effective pro-
gram. Bring gift cards to the CCUU 
office beginning Nov. 13  and continu-
ing through Dec 4. 
· Currently, between the two high 

schools there are 97 students in 
special need. 

· Gift Cards for $10-$25 to these pre-
ferred stores/restaurants: Walmart, 
Target, Subway, McDonalds, 
Chipotle, Jersey Mikes, Little Cae-
sars, Dominos, Culvers. 

· Who organizes this effort? Three 

years ago, our church office re-
ceived a call from a PHS social 
worker wondering if we could “do 
something” for needy local high 
school students at this time of year. 
As our church is involved in Palatine 
Faith in Action (a group from12 Pal-
atine houses of worship), we enlist-
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(Palatine Assisting Through Hope 
www.path-palatine.org) which cre-
ates the baskets and oversees dis-
tribution to the social workers. 
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When you buy fair trade gifts at 
our annual Fair Trade Bazaar, you 
help to empower impoverished com-
munities from disadvantaged coun-
tries. These co-ops produce high qual-
ity products in a protected environ-
ment with no slave or child labor. They 
are paid fair wages and observe gen-
der equality. They are also learning to 
produce in environmentally safe ways. 
This help and hope allows them to 
provide food, shelter, education, and 
health care for their families. We pro-
mote this economic growth and justice 
by buying Fair Trade items. 

There is more to fair trade than 
just coffee and chocolate. You will find 
jewelry, clothing, scarves, and much 
more. So, come to the Fair Trade Ba-
zaar, bring your friends, and make 
your money live through a sustainable 
economic system. See you Dec 4! 
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Were you even born?! Well, Country-
side Church was busy making its debut 
about that time, and we are celebrating 
CCUU’s 60th anniversary this month! 
We need YOU to help make the day 
complete, so please come to one or 
both coffee hours on Nov. 13 to see 
what our church has been up to all 
these years. It wouldn’t be the same 
without you! 
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All are welcome to join us in class-
room 1. Please bring simple potluck 
food to share (no food with nuts). 
Agenda will include budget items for 
our vote. 
����	��������������#����
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Once/month we offer fair trade choco-
late, coffee, tea, cocoa, olive oil, and 
snacks from Equal Exchange for sale. 
For each pound of Equal Exchange 
foods purchased, 20 cents goes to 
the UUSC’s Small Farmer Fund. 
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As I sit down to write this muse, 

the election is only 12 days away. A 
young man visiting us this morning 
mentioned that he’d heard a minister 
list 12 reasons to vote for Donald 
Trump. I was shocked – I thought that 
clergy were not supposed to tell peo-
ple for whom to vote. That is partisan 
politics, and because we are privi-
leged in the US by not having to pay 
taxes, we are supposed to refrain 
from meddling in partisan politics. 
(Talking about issues, exploring the 
moral dimensions of the issues is crit-
ical. Encouraging a congregation to 
study the issues, to vote, to partici-
pate is a moral responsibility in a de-
mocracy. And, for Unitarian Univer-
salists, the commitment to and advo-
cacy for democracy itself is central, 
following directly from the inherent 
worth and dignity of the individual.) 

Still, during an election season 
and at all seasons, the function of the 
religious community is not to mirror 
the larger society, but to question, to 
establish itself on principles apart 
from that society – principles that re-
flect the deepest moral values, the 
fullest spiritual vision of the religious 
community. If this were not so, the 
religious community would be no dif-
ferent than any club or civic organiza-
tion. 

Coming to a faith community, we 
seek an alternative to, an antidote for 
the social status quo. We come seek-
ing a message that will transform our 
spirits and a community that will 
transform our lives, seeking people 
with whom to share the meanings of 
our lives, and seeking hope that there 
are new, better ways for humans to 
dwell together upon this rare and 
generous planet. 

There are a hundred different 
decisions to be made in any congre-
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ways we make decisions outside of 
the faith community – at work, at 
school, in politics, we fail our core 
purposes in coming together.   

It takes courage and vision to 
buck social convention and even 
more to think outside that convention. 
“We’ve always done it that way.” “This 
is more efficient.” “People won’t un-
derstand this new thing, change.” 
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Rev. Denny-Hughes was the 

called minister here from August 
2004 through December 2006. She 
died after a long struggle with Alzhei-
mer's Disease. She was lovingly 
cared for by family. A service was 
held in her hometown of Bedford, 
Indiana on October 22. Condolences 
can be sent to the address of her 
daughter: Suzanna Overholt, 635 E. 
84th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46240. A 
copy of the full obituary is available 
online.  

Those are all moments when 
change is challenged (and there are 
many more). (Of course, there are 
always considerations to be taken 
when making change -- that’s a 
whole other reflection – how to re-
spect the past, how to work effec-
tively and with relative efficiency, 
how to teach and learn together.) 
The gift and challenge of life in a 
faith community is that it asks us 
that we constantly ask ourselves, “is 
this thing I am thinking of, is this 
action we are planning, is this budg-
et or program or conversation help-
ing us to realize or embody the 
world we hope to see, or is it just 
continuing business as usual?” 

The religious community is a 
space in which process matters 
more than product, relationships 
more than rules, hopes and ideals 
more than tradition. For some reli-
gious communities, the rules, rela-
tionships, traditions, and ideologies 
come from some place outside the 
congregation, even outside time. 
They can be neither contemporary 
nor progressive nor visionary. Faith 
communities have always served 
the wider world, but often they do 
so from the standpoint of traditions 
– beliefs, value, and message. For 
many other faith communities and 
especially our own, Unitarian Uni-
versalists see ourselves in the con-
text of history – responding to our 
time and being changed by it, sifting 
through the messages all around us 
for the timeless and evolving ones 
that can help to bring about the 
world for which we long.  

We are blessed with a tremen-
dous freedom in this faith, but it is a 
freedom that asks us to do some 
heavy lifting – to be visionaries, 
leaders, ever growing, learning and 
able to think, feel, create, and live 
with spiritual grounded imagination. 
We are free – and in some way 
bound to be contemporary, progres-
sive, or visionary. This means that 
no matter the outcome of the elec-
tion, we have our work cut out for 
us as a faith community – to serve 
our principles, to practice our faith 
as a community in covenant, and to 
make one portion of the world re-
semble our collective hope and vi-

sion while working to change the 
larger world for the purpose of com-
passion, justice, peace, and reason.  
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Hospitality Teams are the friend-

ly, welcoming face of our community! 
As we work on spreading the Good 
News of Unitarian Universalism and 
Countryside Church, we need to be 
ready to warmly receive those who 
come – we count on the Hospitality 
Teams to help with that. 

Each team is scheduled for first, 
second, third, fourth, or fifth Sundays. 
If you are not on a hospitality team, 
you are still welcome you to sign up 
to help with hospitality. Email the 
church office, ccuu@ccuu.org, if you 
would like to be assigned to a team. 

There are easy directions at the 
top of the sign-up page—
www.signupgenius.com/go/70a044ea
4a72fa13-sunday 

Please join us to foster kinship 
and to share the ministry of Sunday 
hospitality! 

...Tom MacTavish and Peggy 
Simonsen, Kinship Ministry Coordina-
tors, Kinship@ccuu.org 
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We spent considerable time at 

our Board retreat and over the sum-
mer revisiting the current mission and 
vision statements so that we can bet-
ter chart a path for the future of our 
congregation. We shared our work 
with the Ministry Council and sought 
their input on our work so far. Chang-
es were made, and as we further re-
fine these statements, we will be 
sharing our work with all of you.  

Why are we spending time revis-
ing the existing mission and vision 
statements? Our goal isn’t to create 
eloquent, feel-good statements that 
get placed in a document somewhere 
and that most members don’t know 
about. Rather, it is our hope and our 
intent that these statements accurate-
ly reflect the desires of the congrega-
tion and that they will serve as our 
guidelines for action as we move for-
ward. 

We all believe strongly that our 
congregation and our UU faith are a 
vital part of our individual lives and 
have much to offer the larger commu-
nity. The communities that are orga-
nized to adapt, evolve, and use their 
resources wisely and efficiently will be 
the communities that stay vibrant. 
Working to have a streamlined, con-
sistent, and transparent process for 
decisions involving our resources is 
an important part of that. The mission 
and vision statements will ideally give 
clarity and consistency to the choices 
we make and the actions we take. 

As mentioned in last month’s Fo-
cus, one of the projects your BOT has 
undertaken is reviewing and revising 
our Mission and Vision Statements. 
This project grew out of recommenda-
tions from the Strategic Planning 
Committee (SPC) as well as the de-
sire of the BOT and staff to make 
concrete connections between our 
mission, vision, and strategic plan-
ning. Our mission and vision state-
ments will serve as the overarching 
guidelines that the BOT, ministries, 
staff, and congregation use to guide 
our decisions and choices about the 
use of our resources going forward. 
Our long-range planning will be con-
nected directly to acting on elements 
of these statements. 

While there have been changes 

�����9����*������: ����������;*)�<�

in text, the biggest difference you 
may note is that what is labelled as 
mission and vision is reversed. Do-
ing background research for this 
project, it is interesting to note that 
there are differences in definitions of 
what comprises a mission statement 
and what makes a good vision 
statement. Part of those differences 
can be attributed to the different 
outlooks of different kinds of organi-
zation (corporation vs. non-profit, 
secular vs sacred). A very succinct 
and clear definition can be found in 
a book by Jacquelyn Freedman 
called ‘Updraft.’ The SPC handed 
us a tremendous amount of infor-
mation that they had gathered from 
all of you. The BOT has tried to dis-
till all of that information into con-
crete goals and ‘calls to action.’ 
Freedman’s definitions of mission, 
vision, and strategic plans seemed 
the best suited to help guide our 
work in making connections be-
tween who and what we are and 
how we are going to go forward in 
the world as a congregation, based 
on the desires and ideals that were 
expressed through the work of the 
SPC as they gathered information 
from the congregation.   

The Mission statement is meant 
to be an outwardly directed state-
ment, a way to tell the world what 
our larger purpose is, what we do 
that others may not or may do differ-
ently. Ideally it should be 25 words 
or less and will provide a simple, 
succinct statement that we can 
share with others as a way of clearly 
describing what/who we are. The 
Vision statement is a more specific, 
detailed imagining of where we want 
to head. The strategic or long-range 
plan is what will connect these two 
statements, ideally allowing us to 
“realize our vision and stay true to 
our mission.”  

We will have several Town Hall 
meetings, beginning in January, to 
gather feedback on the revisions to 
these statements and to plan a sus-
tainable and vibrant future for Coun-
tryside. Your BOT and staff hope 
you will consider these statements 
thoughtfully as part of that process. 
Of course, you are welcome to give 
feedback sooner. Your board presi-

dent is always available at 
prez@ccuu.org, or you can reach 
out to any trustee when you see us 
at coffee hour on Sundays 
Mission Statement Draft 
We are a spiritual community active-
ly answering the call for love, com-
passion, reason, and justice. 
Vision Statement Draft 
Countryside is committed to being a 
voice of liberal religion in the north-
west suburbs. Empowered by our 
Mission Statement, we endeavor to: 
· create a welcoming place of con-

nectedness, compassion, and 
respect for people of all ages 

· advance inclusivity and diversity 
within our congregation and com-
munity 

· care for each other in times of joy, 
sorrow, and transition 

· provide for spiritual and intellectu-
al growth and inspire lifelong 
learning 

· promote a sustainable future for 
our community and world by act-
ing with a social, environmental, 
and global conscience  

· communicate and spread the 
message of Unitarian Universal-
ism within and beyond our com-
munity 

· promote peace and justice in our 
congregation, communities, and 
the world 

· engage in thoughtful stewardship 
of our resources so we can 
achieve our mission and carry out 
our vision. 
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The Countryside Time, Talent, 

and Trivia Event is Sat., Nov 19. 
Your BOT hopes many of you will 
be able to attend. It is an opportuni-
ty to raise funds for support of our 
outreach service partners, and it is 
also a chance for us to gather as a 
community, to learn more about 
each other and to enjoy each oth-
er’s company while doing good to-
gether.   

Many of us give of our time and 
monies to causes in the community 
and the world that we have a pas-
sion for as individuals. How we act 
out our UU principles in our every-
day lives is an important thing to 
acknowledge and to celebrate. As 
the year continues, we hope to  
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Time for installment #2.. If, after 
you read this installment, you are 
wondering about questions #1 
through 3 and their answers, please 
refer to last month’s Focus or ask 
one of the Endowment Committee 
�������
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Lois Phillips, Tony Pretto, or Bridget 
Toth. 
4. Where is our Endowment fund 

invested? Our Endowment funds 
are held in a Vanguard Fund 
portfolio of socially responsible 
investments (SRI) and are 
thoughtfully monitored to corre-
late with our 7 Principals as yet 
another way to express our UU 
moral and spiritual values. 

5. How is the Fund managed? This 
fund is managed by Vanguard 
with the oversight of the CCUU 
Endowment Committee and our 
Board of Trustees. 

6. How will the funds be used? The 
Principle is maintained as a core 
income-producing starter for the 
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our mighty tree will grow! The 
income that is produced (in the 
form of dividends, interest, or 
stock sale proceeds) will be put 
back into the fund until it reaches 
a pre-established goal. 

We hope you find this information 
enticing and that you want to know 
more! Next month’s installment will 
give more details about the “what, 
where, how, and when” of our En-
dowment fund. Look for it in Decem-
ber and remember - gifting to the En-
dowment fund can happen any time, 
for any reason, and in any amount. 
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The following is from a blog post 
by Bill Clontz,  a stewardship consult-
ant with the Stewardship for Us 
Team, supporting the UUA.* I think 
it’s a wonderful affirmation of our duty 
to give of our time, talent and treas-
ure in support our wonderful church 
and the UUA. 

This Unitarian Universalism is 
where my values are anchored 
and centered. 
This congregation is where I see 
those values lived out, day after 
day. 
This is where most of my friends 
are. 
This is where I find people that 
share my values, priorities, and 
sensibilities.  
This is where I have my best dis-
cussions and good, healthy argu-
ments. 
This is where I know both my 
mind and my heart are welcomed 
– and challenged. 
This is where I want the next gen-
eration to learn its values and to 
see behavior modeled. 

So, if all that is true – and it is – 

Why should my congregation or 
my UUA always seem to be strug-
gling to get just 5% more in re-
sources to do what we ask them 
to do for us and in our name? 
Why, of all places, would I short 
this [community] of resources 
needed to live out our values? 

I know I am lucky to be a part of 
all this. Others who came before 
me left all this for me. 
In turn, I will leave it for future 
generations not even born yet. 
I will not, on my watch, leave 
them a legacy of shortfall or a 
mindset of scarcity. 

This is a rich heritage we have 
and an important future. There is 
work to be done. 
I will do my part to feed and fuel 
this engine of hope and change. 

* http://stewardshipforus.com/envelopes-
elevators-empathy/ 

...Gary LaBedz, Chair of the 
Stewardship Team�
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share with you stories of how many of 
our individual members are making a 
difference in the world.   

Along with our individual acts and 
long-term commitments, it is im-
portant that we act on our principles 
as a congregation. The monies raised 
at Time & Talent is one way we do 
this. Having a voice in the community 
and the larger world and working to 
make a difference as a congregation 
is an important act of faith, especially 
in this time when the voices advocat-
ing separation, isolation, and a “me 
vs. you” or “us vs. them” mentality are 
threatening to create divisions within 
our communities.   

Our physical presence in the 
community is also important. Main-
taining our facilities and grounds as a 
place for us to be in community and 
also as a resource for the larger com-
munity is a part of acting on our prin-
ciples. Recognizing this, the Outreach 
Steering Committee offered the BOT 
the opportunity to include support for 
our facilities during the Time and Tal-
ent Event. After the fundraising is 
done for our partners, there will be 
two ‘Raise the Paddle’ opportunities 
specific to CCUU, with the larger of 
the two used for capital needs of 
Countryside and the second used for 
a specific project.  

This year, the special project will 
be the creation of a Meditation & Me-
morial Garden on our grounds. This 
will not supplant what already exists. 
Many of the trees and landscaping 
already on our grounds were done in 
memory of members. There isn’t 
space for more, and yet our staff has 
identified a deep and ongoing desire 
on the part of many to have a way to 
memorialize those we care for that 
are no longer with us. The BOT has 
voted to support this idea, and the 
staff has located an appropriate loca-
tion on our grounds. The next step will 
be to gather a small team to explore 
design options. The intent is to have a 
simple, quiet, protected place for any-
one to go to meditate or to remember 
loved ones. It will allow us to leave an 
ongoing, permanent record of those 
who have died in our congregation, as 
well as a place for family and those 
significant to our members to be me-

morialized. We believe that, after the 
initial start-up, it can be self-
sustaining in terms of cost.  

What we do as individuals and 
what we do as a congregation are 
both important. We can and we do 
make a difference in the lives of oth-
ers. The Board hopes to see you at 
the Time, Talent, and Trivia Event 
as we all come together to make a 
difference in our community and the 
world.   
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Our lives are not just made up of 
�������
��������������� made by sto-
ries. Indeed, who of us hasn’t felt 
controlled by or stuck in a story? Sto-
ries write us as much as we write 
them. 

There’s the friend who tells us 
that her family “clings to the story that 
I’m the clumsy one.” We’ve never 
seen her trip or drop a thing, ever. 
Yet, at her parents’ home or a family 
reunion, she spills coffee, stubs a 
toe, stumbles. There it is: the power 
of story! 

Think about current struggles 
with economic or racial justice. The 
income gap is described as “natural” 
or “the result of complex global dy-
namics over which we have little con-
trol.” Similarly, the story of race in our 
country is told with an “entrenched” 
story arc. It’s a debilitating way of 
telling the story.  Let’s tell a new sto-
ry! This is the message of our faith: 
We have a choice.  

Are you an actor conforming to 
the scripts handed you? Have you 
found your own way of becoming … 
an author? How are you struggling to 
regain control of your storyline? How 
are you and your friends working to 
regain control of the storyline of our 
community? Our country?  

Maybe your spiritual work is 
about finding a new story line. Maybe 
life changes have closed the book on 
one story and invite you to leap into a 
new narrative. Are you excited about 
what’s to come? Scared? A bit of 
both? Whatever it is. Wherever you 
are at. Don’t give the storyline away.  

Don’t treat these questions like 
“homework” or a list to be covered in 
its entirety.  Simply pick the question 
that “hooks” you most and let it lead 
you where you need to go. The goal 
of the questions is not to help you 
analyze in the abstract, but to figure 
out what a deeper awareness of story 
means for your daily living. So, which 
question is calling to you and con-
tains “your work”? 
1. What genre is your current life’s 

story? Mystery? Adventure? Ro-
mance? Thriller? Are you worried 
that it’s not interesting enough to 
be published? Is it stuck in writer’s 
block? Are you going back and re-
writing the ending?  

�����*��"���#��������
Help spread the word about Uni-

tarian Universalism and CCUU. 
There are samples of the various 
designs on the audio cabinet in 
Atherton Hall and in a blue binder on 
the front desk. They are $3.50 each 
for sticker variety or $4 each for mag-
netized variety. Place your order in 
the blue binder in the office or email 
Tracy Boland. 

2. What stories did your “elders” 
pass down to you? Have you 
passed them on, as well? 

3. What story does your family of 
origin tell about you? Do you feel 
seen or misunderstood? Does 
your story celebrate or fail to cap-
ture you?  Will you try to help 
them understand your story bet-
ter or will you let go?   

4. To whom do you tell your secret 
stories? If the answer is “no one,” 
is it time to find someone? 
(“There is no greater agony than 
bearing an untold story inside 
you.” ~ Maya Angelou)   

5. Has re-telling or re-writing your 
story healed or saved you? Could 
this offer you healing now? 

6. What current cultural/political 
“story” seems dangerous? How 
might you step up your commit-
ment/efforts to challenge it? How 
might you help the true story to 
be known? 

7. When you tell stories, what is 
most often the purpose?  To con-
nect? Entertain?  Heal?  Con-
ceal?  Remember?  Pass on?  
Teach?  Gain power?   Say 
thanks? Were you surprised by 
your answer? 

8. Are you hiding part of your story 
from the person you say you 
“trust the most”?  

9. Are you faking a story right now? 
Are you following a storyline that 
isn’t really you? Does anyone 
else notice? Do you want them 
to? Do you plan to bring this false 
story to an end?    

10.What story did you walk away 
from? All of us think about that 
other story — that we turned 
down. Whether you regret it or 
not, the road not taken doesn’t 
ever really go away. It continues 
to be part of our story. Does that 
old road want you to return to it 
and give it another look?  

11.Are there parts of your “old” story 
you need to reclaim or notice, 
before moving on? Maybe you’ve 
heard, “You don’t know where 
you are going unless you know 
where you come from.”  

��� What’s your question? Your 
question may not be listed above. 
As always, if the above questions 

don't include what life is asking 
from you, spend the month listen-
ing to your days to hear i������
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Is your Inner Artist looking for a 
project? Each month, we invite con-
gregants of all ages to create an 
original piece of art that represents 
what the monthly theme means to 
you. We will display your offerings 
throughout the church building, pro-
tecting anything fragile in our locked 
display case. Any kind of art: fiber 
art, ceramics or pottery, metalwork, 
woodworking, paintings, photog-
raphy, poetry, sculpture, etc.  

The last Sunday of each month, 
we ask you to collect your artwork 
from that month and to bring your 
original  art which shows what the 
upcoming theme means to you. The 
next few months’ schedule is listed 
below. Contact Alison Vernon or Lois 
Phillips with questions. 
· Nov 27: bring PRESENCE art for 

December (and pick up Novem-
ber’s Story artwork) 

· Dec 25 (or close to): bring 
Prophecy art for January 

· Jan 29: bring Identity artwork for 
February 
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Unless otherwise noted, young people in Kindergarten through Grade 7 attend the beginning of 
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NOTE: Announcements begin 5 minutes prior to the start of the worship service. 
Worship descriptions are also on the church website : http://ccuu.org/services/  
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Share the Plate: Half of the cash collected in the offering will be donated to Journeys: The Road Home, which oversees 
and plans for shelter for those who are homeless or in danger of becoming homeless in suburban Cook County. 
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Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life? ~Mary Oliver 

This is an All-��������������������������������������������
����� ���������
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Share the Plate: Half of the cash collected in the offering will be donated to 2 Li’l Fishes, a much-needed lunch program 
which provides a nutritious, free, tasty lunch six days a week at the People’s Church of Chicago, a dual UU and UCC 
affiliated congregation located in Chicago’s Uptown neighborhood. 
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Share the Plate: Half of the cash collected in the offering will be donated to Clearbrook Center, an agency centered in 
Arlington Heights that serves over 7,000 individuals with developmental disabilities of all ages.  
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1. Be prepared for some extra 

movement and sounds. 
2. It is okay for children to be draw-

ing or coloring while listening to 
the service. 

3. Greet the children and families 
����������
������������������		��,
tunity to help everyone feel wel-
come. 

4. If a child seems distracted in the 
service, you might consider ask-
ing them to help you – find the 
next hymn or help you prepare 
your offering – a child who feels 
useful will usually want to coop-
erate. 

5. Patience and assuring smiles will 
go a long way in helping all ages 
feel welcome! 

Thank you for helping to build a multi-
generational community! 

�����9������������0�
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· Dec 18: ONE service at 11 am—All

-Ages Christmas Pageant 
· Dec 24: All-Ages Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service at 5:00 pm 
· Dec 25:  ONE service at 11 am—All

-�������&���������������-���������
�
no childcare or religious educ. clas-
ses 

· Jan 1: ONE All-Ages worship ser-
&�������((���
���������������������,
gious educ. classes 

· Jan 8: return to two services 
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At this time of year, we remem-

ber to be thankful as we participate 
in the UUSC’s Guest at Your Table 
Program, an annual intergeneration-
al program to raise support for and 
awareness about work to advance 
human rights. We will distribute 
GAYT boxes on Nov 20. 

As you enjoy meals with family 
and friends, you can put a box on 
your table to remind you of the gifts 
and treasures you have and to think 
about how much you have to share. 
The box is a tangible reminder of all 
those who are searching for a place 
to call home, for a table to be wel-
comed to, and for the dignity that 
each of us deserves. You and the 
guests in your home can put money 
in the box,  and we will collect them 
on Jan 8. 

Donations to GAYT support the 
UUSC’s work to protect human 
rights and to defy hate from the 
ground up, while also applying pres-
sure on those in power. UUSC part-
ners with grassroots organizations in 
over 25 countries around the world. 

�����9����
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Plan to join us on 
Friday, Dec 2  
in Atherton Hall for caroling fun  
for all ages! Details to come. 
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We have over 

1,500 adult, youth 
and children’s books 
in our Lifespan Reli-
gious Education (LRE) Library. Please 
visit the library any time and feel free 
to check out books by completing one 
of the forms provided and leave it in 
the Returned Books basket. Books are 
loaned for 3 weeks. 

Our books are all recorded in our 
searchable Readerware database 
which can be accessed on the church 
website: http://ccuu.org/resource-
library/. Use this resource to locate 
books by category, topic, title, etc. 

������	���	�&�������
Leading up to the celebration of our 
60th Anniversary on November 13, we 
share some excerpts from the newslet-
ters from the early years. 

Nov 28, 1956: “In accordance with the 
motions made at our business meeting 
last Sunday, your chairman has written 
a letter to the Rev. Albert F. Harkins 
asking him to accept our “call” as min-
ister of the Countryside Universalist 
Fellowship until at least July 1, 1957. 
No official replay has been received 
(he is in Boston, Mass.) but unofficially 
we feel that he will graciously accept 
our offer. Plan to come to the potluck 
supper this Sunday evening and meet 
the new minister.” 

From “News from the Area Center 
for Liberal Religion”—May or June 
1957: “A highly significant milestone in 
the life of the Fellowship was reached 
last Sunday when its first Annual Meet-
ing was held. The congregation agreed 
to maintain worship services each 
Sunday thruout the summer, to sus-
pend formal church school classes 
after this month until September but to 
maintain a ‘toddler’s’ sitting program 
during the church service hour for the 
summer, to adopt a budget of $5,000 
for the fiscal year July 1 to June 30, to 
elect the present minister to serve in-
definitely, to adopt a constitution and 
by-laws, and the group elected officers 
and trustees…. About 25 persons then 
went to the proposed property site at 
Meachem Rd near Algonquin Rd to 
look it over. All seemed to be favorably 
impressed. From there, most of the 
group went to the Elk Grove Forest 
Preserve for a picnic. Who ate the 
most is hard to tell—the mosquitoes or 
the people.” 

�	���(�����.����	�"�
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This workshop, organized by the 
Chicago Area UU Council, is on the 
spiritual foundation needed for UUs to 
do social justice work. We are all on 
the social justice committee. Come 
and gather with UUs from across the 
Chicagoland Area to received inspira-
tion and motivation to bring back to 
your congregation. Suggested contri-
bution of $7 to help cover the day’s 
food costs. To register, go to UUChica-
goarea.org—or email your intent to 
chicagoareauucouncil@yahoo.com. If 
you have questions, ask CCUU mem-
ber Mike Gilley, who is on the Chicago 
Area UU council. 
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What more is there to an 
environmental life than 
recycling? How do I con-

nect my actions, my spiritual life, and 
climate change? How do I put our 7th 
Principle into action? 

Please join Green Sanctuary and 
Lifespan Religious Education to dis-
cuss these issues and come to an un-
derstanding of how we as UUs find our 
place in the web of existence and how 
we as UUs can create a response that 
is social, political, environmental, and 
spiritual. 

Adults and youth 14 years or older 
are welcome. The last session is for-
matted as a fully multigenerational op-
portunity with a group dinner and clas-
ses for all ages. Childcare will be pro-
vided upon request.  

Sign up on the Service Ministry 
table in Atherton Hall. If we do not 
have enough people registered by Sat, 
Nov 5, we will postpone the class. For 
more info, contact Jules Jaramillo, 
DLRE@ccuu.org. 

���=���	�"�$������ 
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Last month’s Focus featured our long-
est-term members, those who joined 
1989-1964. This month, we are fea-
turing the members who joined 1990-
1995. Other’membership anniver-
saries will be featured in future is-
sues. Watch for new nametags to 
coincide with CCUU’s 60th celebra-
tion on Nov 13. 
Name Date 
Ed Waxler 3/18/90 
Tony Pretto 4/22/90 
Susan Wendt 10/14/90 
Helen Hawthorne 1/20/91 
Scot Giles 2/3/91 
Suzanne Smith 4/7/91 
Marci & Dave Albrecht 10/20/91 
Jim Kipp 10/21/91 
Natalie Silk 3/8/92 
Venus Gintowt 8/9/92 
Kim Tilford 9/13/92 
Jane Matthews* 12/5/93 
Linda & Tom Kuna 1/30/94 
Amy & Bill Huber 3/13/94 
Juli Cicarelli 9/11/94 
David Cicarelli 9/11/94 
Debbie Lee 9/11/94 
Barb Braje 3/19/95 
Laurie Lantz & Chris Smith 3/19/95 
Gail Wisniewski 5/21/95 
Deb Burdsall 12/31/95 
 
*Actually, Jane probably should have 
��������������������
�	��
���������������
originally signed the book Feb.1972, 
moved away for a bit, then re-joined 
Dec.1993.  



�

 

>������#������
!���.�����D�"��

All who love poetry are welcome to 
join us in Atherton Hall. All readers are 
welcome after the featured poet’s 
	�����������
�	�����������������������
arrive.  
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If you are in your 20s or 30s, please 
join us on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the 
month at 12:20 in classroom 4. Child-
care is available during the meetings. 
For more info or to be added to our 
email list, send an email to 
2030s@ccuu.org. 

$�	������&���������$( 
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NOTE: We will meet the third Tuesday 
in November due to the election. All 
are welcome to join us on Nov 15 to 
watch a DVD of a speech that Jim Pe-
terson saw live at the American Atheist 
convention earlier this year. The 
speech is that of the keynote speaker 
David Silverman, president of Ameri-
�����������
��������������������������
well as humanism and agnosticism. 
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Join Emmett in the Sanctuary to expe-
rience slow, gentle body movements & 
guided meditation. Donations to CCUU 
will be accepted. NOTE: No QiGong 
on Nov 29. 

,�����������
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Adults and teens are invited to join us 
the in Atherton Hall for free-style drum-
ming in a low key, peaceful, welcoming 
environment. No drumming experience 
necessary! Please bring your instru-
����.�/
�������������������	����������
is available to share. For more info, 
visit www.PalatineDrumCircle.com. 
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The mission of the 
Transitions group is 
to provide a forum for 
mature adults to ex-
plore life transitions 

with a supportive community during 
daytime hours.  
����	���>��(����2�B���	  

In Nov & Dec, we are meeting on 
the 3rd Thursday, due to the holidays. 
The program begins about 10:15 and 
is followed by a potluck lunch. Bring a 
dish to share or if you prefer, your 
individual lunch. Also, if you wish, 
bring a friend. All are welcome. Our 
upcoming program topics: 
· Nov 17: Senior Housing present-

ed by Ellen Vinzani 
· Dec 15: Music and the Brain pre-

sented by Mary Ellen Ecklund  
�������������0�!������ 
�����������  

Our next meeting is Fri., Nov 11 
in classroom #1. In addition to shar-
ing any new writings by members, we 
will continue viewing The Art of Story-
telling.  For more information, contact 
Tom MacTavish. 
'�����*�����4�����(�'���"�
We meet  the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 
of the month, 10 am-Noon. We are 
currently reading a collection of short 
���������������0�&���1������0���
����
will begin a new book in January. For 
information, contact Gloria Kinney. 
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All are welcome to join us in classroom 
6 on Sun., Nov 6 to discuss The Price 
of Inequality:  How Today's Divided 
Society Endangers Our Future by Jo-
seph Stiglitz.  We gather at 6:15 and 
discussion begins at 6:30. We are al-
ways happy to welcome new people!  

B������������*����'���"0�
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All are invited to join us in the Stokes 
Room at 7 pm to discuss Everything I 
Never Told You by Celeste Ng. 

)"���������,����������
Forum meets each Sunday to dis-

cuss “the issues of the day” while re-
spectfully welcoming different perspec-
tives. We meet in classroom 5 at 8:45 
am and socialize for 15 minutes before 
discussing the day’s topic from 9:00 to 
10:00 am.  

To be added to the Forum email 
list to receive supporting materials for 
the discussions, contact Vid Axel,  
vidaxel@axeldesigns.com.  

Future topics are tentative. The 
ones that are scheduled for the up-
coming two Sundays are the least like-
ly to change, but current events devel-
opments or other factors sometimes 
inspire us to switch.�
· Nov 6: Term limits for elected offi-

cials 
· Nov 13: Post-election promotion of 

conversation and social cohesion 
· Nov 20: What inspiration should the 

US take from Europe in social poli-
cy? 

· Nov 27: The Future, White Minority, 
and the Future of White Privilege 

· Dec 4: Treatment of Detained Immi-
grants 

�	����(����(�����"�
Each year on Thanksgiving Day, 

Countrysiders gather for a walk in the 
woods. It’s a great way to celebrate 
the blessings of another year, com-
mune with nature, and connect with 
old and new friends. We’ll follow an 
ancient trail that rolls through the 
woods and ravines and winds along a 
creek. Some will bring coffee or cocoa 
for the end of the trail. This is a church 
tradition going back many years and 
which many would not miss (including 
the cooks). You’ll be done in plenty of 
time to enjoy the rest of your holiday 
festivities. 

The Tromp through Deer Grove 
Forest Preserve will kick off at 10 am 
from parking lot # 5. Enter Deer 
Grove’s main entrance off Quentin 
Road, 1/2 mile north of Dundee Road, 
turn right at the first stop sign, continue 
past the 2nd stop sign, and find us on 
the right before the road ends in a big 
loop. All are invited – large and small, 
young and old, and especially our 4-
legged friends! Contact CCUU mem-
bers Tom Dempsey or Chris Smith 
with questions. 
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These are groups held at & open to 
CCUU in alignment with our UU prin-
ciples. There may be a participation 
fee or other requirements set by the 
group and which apply to all partici-
pants, regardless of CCUU affiliation. 

Transcend   is a program of 
Youth Outlook which meets the 2nd & 
4th Wednesday of the month. It is a 
support group focusing on gender 
identity and is geared towards Trans 
youth, for 14-20 yr olds. For more in-
fo, talk to Kimberly Tilford or go to 
www.youth-outlook.org. Volunteers 
Needed: If you have 3-5 hours/month 
to spare, contact Nancy Mullen, Exec. 
Director, nancy.mullen@youth-
outlook.org or 815-754-5331.  

Journey Transgender Support 
Group is for anyone 18 or over 
(unless accompanied by a parent) 
who is transgender, gender queer, 
�����������������������2����������
�
meets the 2nd & 4th Sundays. 
transgender_journey-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

Great Plains Zen Center  sits 
meditation on Sundays at 7 pm and 
offers monthly Intro to Zen workshops 
(Aug 20, Sep 10, Oct 22). For more 
info, go to www.greatplainszen.org. 

AA. ���$�0���������#��
�3��,
en: Friday, 7:30pm 

Job Search Circle (JSC) meets 
in Atherton Hall on Wednesdays, 9-
11am. $5/meeting. Dress code is 
business casual. Email: rmo-
nahan@improve-ization.com 

Care Café—This group is for 
those who are caring for a loved one 
with dementia or special needs while 
job hunting. It meets the 2nd Weds of 
the month at 11:15 am, right after the 
Job Search Circle (JSC) meeting at 
Countryside. Open to all anyone car-
ing for a loved one.  

Career Communicators , a 
Toastmasters International Club dedi-
cated to professional speaking. Meets 
the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month, 
7-9 pm. For more info, 
www.careercommunicators.com. 

St Hubert Job Ministry events 
are non-denominational, free, open to 
all occupations, and held at various 
member churches. For info, go to 
http://www.sainthubert.org/ministries/j
ob.html.  

$������������	�����: �
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If you prefer credit card or online giv-
ing to writing a check, there are a 
couple of options for giving to CCUU: 
������������
H"�����

If you would like to make regular 
monthly payments via credit card or 
via automatic withdrawal from your 
checking or savings, a form is availa-
ble on the church website or in the 
church office. Submit the completed 
form to the congregational adminis-
trator for processing. 
����(�������(����(��������

Giving online is easy and allows 
you to make one-time or recurring 
contributions and to view your com-
plete online giving history from any-
where you have access to the Inter-
net. Simply follow these easy steps: 
1. Visit the church website at 

www.ccuu.org 
2. Click on the Donate Now button, 
3. Click on the Create Profile but-

ton, then  
4. Follow the onscreen instructions  
'����=����H�������(��

You can also give via text mes-
sage. For information on this method, 
contact the church office, 
ccuu@ccuu.org. 
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Wellness House and 
CCUU partner to offer 
cancer patients and 
their loved ones sup-

port services at CCUU. The pro-
grams are free, but registration is 
required. To register, contact Kelli 
Mitchell, 630-654-5197 or 
kmitcell@wellnesshouse.org.�
Support and Networking ~ Living 
with Cancer, Being a Caregiver.  
Come together with other cancer 
patients and caregivers on the jour-
ney. The groups meet the first 
Wednesday of the month, 7-8 pm. 
One-time phone registration is re-
quired.  
Stress Management ~ Wellness 
Through Deep Hypnosis, on the 
first Saturday of the month at 10 
am. Open to anyone who has or 
has had cancer and to their caretak-
ing or family members, hypnotism is 
used to promote healing, emotional 
resilience, & comprehensive stress 
management. Healthy Living ~ 
Mindful Yoga. Cancer patients and 
their loved ones are invited to nur-
ture your entire being with 
mind/body movement  Tuesdays, 
10-11 am, thru’ Dec 13. 

�����:���#������0�&�%�������
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Skinner House Books is looking 
for short, personal stories about how 
Unitarian Universalism dramatically 
changed the course of people's lives. 
These will be collected into an anthol-
ogy and published as a book, edited 
by Rev. Meg Riley, senior minister at 
the Church of the Larger Fellowship. 
The collection will show through real-
life stories the ways that UU congre-
gations and UU theology, community, 
and justice-making can transform us. 
Taken together, these personal narra-
tives will introduce Unitarian Univer-
salism to readers and demonstrate its 
transformative potential. Learn more, 
including how to submit your story, on 
the UUA’s website - 
http://www.uua.org/publications/skinn
erhouse/submissions/request-stories 
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When you RSVP, let them know the name 
of your home congregation. 
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We unite to strengthen the bonds of kinship among all per-
sons, to promote human dignity, and to increase reverence 
for life’s creating, sustaining, and transforming power 
through worship, study, and service. 

)���8������
We come together as a congregation to inspire our quests 
for the spiritual, ethical, and meaningful in life and to ad-
vance respect, compassion, and justice in the wider world. 

)�����������
Countryside is seen as the growing voice and source of liberal reli-
gion in the northwest Chicago suburbs by… 
· creating a place of inclusiveness, welcome, connectedness, 

compassion and respect 
· providing for the spiritual and intellectual growth of members of 

all ages 
· cultivating a vital future for our congregation and community 

through thoughtful stewardship of our financial re-
sources and our environment  

· acting on a social conscience 

�"�����(�������,���������
Submit all articles by 10 am to ccuu@ccuu.org 

 ̈ Nov 28 (to be published Dec 7) 
 ̈ Jan 2 (to be publ Jan 11) 
 ̈ Feb 27 (to be publ Mar 8) 

Between Focus issues, written communication is via E-Updates & 
the Sunday Times insert to the Order of Worship. Submission dead-
line for  e-updates & Sunday Times is Weds at 9 am.  
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